Core Brands Introduces New Proficient Audio® Protege Architectural Speakers at 2013 CEDIA Expo
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DENVER, Sept. 25, 2013 /PRNewswire/ -- Core Brands will be showcasing the biggest product
line change in Proficient Audio's history at the CEDIA Expo. The new Protege Series includes
31 models of architectural speakers and subwoofers, all with a Thin-Bezel design that
eliminates the wide plastic flange that surrounds most ceiling and inwall speakers. The look is
sleeker and much more nuanced, allowing the speakers to blend in better in walls and ceilings —
and to please homeowners and interior designers.

To make transitioning to Protege as easy as possible for systems integrators and custom
installers, Proficient's engineers adapted each model in the new series from an existing design.
The acoustical and electrical engineering is identical to that of the originals, only the look has
changed. Where an installer might have previously specified a C640, the Protege Series C641
can now be specified with no change in performance or installation.

The Proficient Protege product line includes every type of flush-mount speaker a system
integrator might need for residential installations: eighteen in-ceiling speakers, ten in-wall
speakers, two in-wall subwoofers and an in-ceiling subwoofer. Every home application can now
benefit from the clean new look, whether it's a dining room using Proficient's affordable C625TT
single-point stereo in-ceiling speaker, a custom home theater using the brand's IW655
top-of-the-line dual- 6 %2" inwall LCR speaker or IWS85 dual 8" inwall subwoofer or anything in
between for that matter.

"The Thin-Bezel design has become popular in the residential custom-installation market and
we knew our dealers would love it," Core Brands' Keith Marshall said. "But we didn't want them
to have to get used to new models, especially since they like our signature sound so much
already. That's why we created Protege as an adaptation of our existing speaker line. There's
nothing new for the dealer to learn. The installation procedure is basically the same, and even
the model numbers are barely changed. So with practically no effort, our dealers can get a
much nicer look in their installations. We think they're going to readily adapt to it and we are
quite confident that their customers will t00."

To experience the new Proficient Protege speakers and other new products, visit the Core
Brands booth at CEDIA Expo booth# 1120. Proficient Protege will begin shipping in Q4 2013.
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For more information and images, please visit the Proficient Audio CEDIA EXPO 2013 press kit:
http://www.virtualpressoffice.com/kit/ProficientAudioCEDIA2013

About Proficient Audio®

Since its founding in 2001, Proficient Audio has delivered top-notch product and
industry-leading service. It is now known as one of the residential custom install industry's most
innovative brands. For more information, go to www.proficientaudio.com or write to us at
Proficient Audio, 940 Columbia Avenue,

Riverside, CA

92507.

Proficient Audio is part of Core Brands®, a Nortek company. Core Brands combines the product
and marketing strengths of twelve iconic audio, power management, and control brands into a
single business unit that includes the ATON ®,
BlueBOLT

®

, ELAN
®

, Emphasys
®

, Furman
®

, Korus
®

, Niles
®

, Panamax
®

, SpeakerCraft
®

, Sunfire
®

and Xantech
®

brands. Visit
www.corebrands.com
for more information.
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Nortek, Inc., (NASDAQ: NTK) is a global, diversified company whose many market-leading
brands deliver broad capabilities and a wide array of innovative, technology-driven products and
solutions for lifestyle improvement at home and at work. Please visit

www.nortekinc.com

for more information.

SOURCE Proficient Audio
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