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The imbroglio surrounding AFL legend and 2014 Australian of the Year Adam Goodes has
been unedifying, to say the least. Those who boo Goodes when he has the ball invariably claim
it has nothing to do with him being Indigenous; rather it is about what Goodes is
doing or has done

Conduct unbecoming?

According to critics, the dual Brownlow medallist, two-time premiership player and Swans
games record holder offends because he ‘stages for free kicks’. If so, he can’t be very good at
it, having received a modest tally over the past few seasons. He is also said to tackle
dangerously. If so, he ought to have attracted the censure of umpires. In an 18-year career
Goodes has been found guilty of three charges of rough conduct and one of striking. He
received reprimands for two of them, and a one game suspension for each of the other two.
However, according to conspiracy theorists, Goodes has long been a

&lsquo;protected species&rsquo;

— whether by umpires or the tribunal. He is advantaged by being Adam Goodes, instead of
penalised for what he is doing on the field. This is not a new claim. In 2014, Shane Warne — of
cricketing fame and sexting shame —

provoked Goodes via Twitter

, questioning whether he was a “worthy recipient of the Australian of the Year award” in that his
“onfield behaviour was not befitting a person with that honour”.

According to many commentators, the perennial booing of Goodes has ‘nothing to do’ with him
being Aboriginal. The terms &lsquo;wanker&rsquo;, &lsquo;tosser&rsquo;, &lsquo;pillock&rs

quo; and &lsquo
;flog&rsquo;

indicate their disdain without reference to Goodes’s Aboriginality. This is particularly convenient
for people who, under the cover of social media anonymity or in the midst of a crowd, relish
screaming abuse. They claim that their target — Adam Goodes — is objectionable for his conduct
as a human being, not because he is Indigenous. They typically cite objections to his ‘style of
play’, but also a ‘dislike’ of the man himself. What has raised their ire?

Calling out racism



http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/sport/afl/adam-goodes-debate-miranda-devine-versus-richard-hinds/story-fni5ezdn-1227461451552
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3180736/Dangerous-stupid-racially-divisive-right-wing-columnist-Andrew-Bolt-says-s-Adam-Goodes-apologise-singling-13-year-old-girl-crowd.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3180736/Dangerous-stupid-racially-divisive-right-wing-columnist-Andrew-Bolt-says-s-Adam-Goodes-apologise-singling-13-year-old-girl-crowd.html
http://www.perthnow.com.au/sport/afl/adam-goodes-has-won-only-11-free-kicks-this-season-is-the-perception-really-a-reality/story-fniv6f2c-1227460722688
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/sport/afl/goodes-cops-a-spray/story-e6frf9nf-1111115979249
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/adam-goodes-and-shane-warne-in-twitter-stoush-over-staging-20140831-10akmf.html
https://twitter.com/DimiMAFC/status/626736752892325889
https://twitter.com/marygnip/status/625451300105269248
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/adam-goodes-isnt-booed-for-the-colour-of-his-skin-he-is-booed-for-acting-like-a-pillock/story-fnpug1jf-1227401141399
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/adam-goodes-isnt-booed-for-the-colour-of-his-skin-he-is-booed-for-acting-like-a-pillock/story-fnpug1jf-1227401141399
http://www.buzzfeed.com/markdistefano/what-is-a-flog#.boVpXykkqD
http://www.buzzfeed.com/markdistefano/what-is-a-flog#.boVpXykkqD
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Paradoxically, while social media hecklers invariably deny that their conduct has anything to
with Goodes’s Aboriginality, they typically expend plenty of energy complaining that he ‘uses’
his indigeneity in ways they don’t like. One pivotal example illustrates this. In 2013 Goodes
alerted stadium security when someone in the MCG crowd called him an ape. He was close to
the boundary line and pointed towards the alleged culprit. Goodes did not realise, but the
heckler was a 13 year-old girl. Subsequently she was shabbily treated - detained for the rest of
the game in a police holding area and isolated from her guardian. A common refrain from
Goodes’s critics is that he was responsible for the

shaming of a minor

. It was his doing.

This is hardly the first time that an AFL spectator has been ‘called out’ for racism, but the
catalyst tends to be offended fans . In 2014 a patron at Etihad Stadium was ejected and
charged by police

after racially vilifying both Lance Franklin and Adam Goodes; thankfully neither heard the
abuse. Yet players sometimes detect racial verballing. In 2011,

Franklin

complained after he was vilified at a game in Launceston, but was unable to identify the
aggressor. A year later, Collingwood’s Dale Thomas reported that a Magpie fan had racially
abused his Gold Coast opponent,

Joel Wilkinson

. These and other cases passed without controversy: perpetrators were counselled and in some
instances had their membership revoked. It is worth contemplating where the Goodes debate
might be today if the fan who referred to him as an ‘ape’ was an adult, and their treatment by
security was appropriate to circumstances. By contrast, two years on, the mother of the girl who
was called out for racism has recently insisted that

Goodes owes her daughter an apology

Stepping into the past

During the AFL'’s Indigenous Round this year, Goodes surprised with a dance move he later
explained was inspired by junior Aboriginal footballers . In retrospect, Goodes might have
secured public understanding of the innovation if he had forewarned of a special celebration
after he kicked a goal. This is because unlike the Maori Haka, Goodes’s display was directed at
opposition fans, rather than that team’s players. While a dramatic sideways dance towards the
crowd while holding an imaginary spear was not going to inflict real damage, some of the
Carlton fans appeared startled. Goodes later apologised if any of them were offended, but said
that because he was depicting an “Aboriginal warrior” and the ceremony was a “war cry” it
needed to be parochial. An idealist, Go

2/5


http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/adam-goodes-retelling-of-mcg-ape-incident-distorts-the-truth/story-e6frg6nf-1227463695268
https://twitter.com/hosty4/status/626544226482786304
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/man-ejected-from-etihad-stadium-for-abusing-swans-players-20140825-10802f.html
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/man-ejected-from-etihad-stadium-for-abusing-swans-players-20140825-10802f.html
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/man-ejected-from-etihad-stadium-for-abusing-swans-players-20140825-10802f.html
http://www.foxsports.com.au/afl/afl-premiership/hawthorn-forward-lance-franklin-subject-of-racial-taunts-from-fan-during-afl-match-in-tasmania/story-e6frf3e3-1226041301616
http://www.foxsports.com.au/afl/collingwood-cancel-fans-membership-for-racist-abuse-of-gold-coast-suns-player-joel-wilkinson-at-mcgcollingwood-cancels-fans-membership-for-racist-abuse/story-e6frf33l-1226384687617
http://www.smh.com.au/afl/sydney-swans/mother-of-teen-who-sledged-adam-goodes-says-fans-should-not-boo-but-still-wants-an-apology-20150729-gimqms.html
http://www.afl.com.au/news/2015-05-30/proud-goodes-stands-by-war-cry-celebration
http://www.afl.com.au/news/2015-05-30/proud-goodes-stands-by-war-cry-celebration
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odes was surprised

about

negative reactions to his dance
, lamenting:

“Is this the lesson we want to teach our children that when we don’t understand something we
get angry and we put our back up against the wall (and say) ‘Oh that’s offensive?’ No. If it's
something we don’t understand, let’s have a conversation.”

Goodes’s optimism flies in the face of widespread criticism he received while Australian of the
Year, a position that many people did not believe he &lsquo;deserved&rsquo; . To them he was
a ‘token’ Aboriginal appointment. His

acceptance speech

was nonetheless effusive and inclusive: “The ultimate reward is when all Australians see each
other as equals and treat each other as equals”. Yet when Goodes spoke up subsequently in
defence of racial equality and against racism, alarmists seized. Two examples will suffice.

First, like many other Indigenous people, Goodes is not comfortable with a sanitised version of
Australia [settlement] Day

. For many Aboriginal people it is

Invasion Day; he

preferred

Survival Day

, thereby looking to a future of co-existence through reconciliation. Second, Goodes attended an
open-air screening at Redfern of John Pilger’s film Utopia, a harrowing account of race relations
in Australian. Thereafter he wrote with emotion, urging all Australians to watch the film. Hence,
though he looked to the future, Goodes concluded that reconciliation would not be possible
without coming to terms with

&ldquo;our very dark past, a brutal history of dispossession, theft and slaughter&rdquo;

To conservative commentators such as Andrew Bolt, Miranda Devine and Alan Jones , this
confronting narrative was ‘evidence’ that Goodes was divisive, rather than inclusive. They
nevertheless reduced the booing of Goodes at games to him being merely ‘disliked’ —

nothing to do with his indigeneity

Patrick Smith
disputes this. He points to the absurdity that
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http://www.afl.com.au/news/2015-05-30/proud-goodes-stands-by-war-cry-celebration
http://thenewdaily.com.au/sport/2015/05/29/goodes-war-dance-steals-show-afl/
https://www.facebook.com/abcgrandstand/posts/10151860839322927?stream_ref=5
http://www.news.com.au/sport/afl/if-youre-angry-about-the-adam-goodes-australian-of-the-year-speech-you-might-like-to-check-your-facts/story-fndv7pj3-1227463277546
http://www.australiaday.org.au/australia-day/history/australia-day-26-january-a-day-for-all-australians/
http://www.news.com.au/technology/online/hashtag-australiadaysowhite-trending-as-aussies-reflect-on-reconciliation/story-fnjwnhzf-1227196831254
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/survival-day-seeks-a-positive-focus-on-australia-day-20140126-31gvj.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/hostility-to-john-pilgers-film-a-denial-of-nations-brutal-past-20140302-33ttx.html
http://blogs.news.com.au/heraldsun/andrewbolt/index.php/heraldsun/comments/if_goodes_was_booed_by_racists_why_was_rioli_cheered/
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/only-adam-goodes-can-stop-the-booing/story-fnpug1jf-1227460775525
http://media.theage.com.au/news/national-news/alan-jones-adam-goodes-is-always-a-victim-6722948.html?login_token=XBZu_a08kyBEmc6yMtapzLm7L8H5ra8E2zpvkierN-uxykCDigXsc9g7CCqHk4sGDleJw_oPvoVX1QrLnBbgeA&amp;amp;member_token=zlM_wXVUm9MT5H41XMKq7ESD3c2M_ySXxGBiw9o5aomPcaRbNdql4wX-PZkh3ifgmNJC1XXcxfY3LnQwKNdCEg&amp;amp;expiry=1469975523
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vydY1UmWzAM
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/sport/opinion/those-who-boo-adam-goodes-have-the-courage-to-admit-youre-racist/story-e6frg7uo-1227463882737
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Sportsmen have been charged with domestic violence, drug abuse, sexual assault and not
been booed anywhere near the level, the length or the regularity of Goodes. The difference? A
blackfella with an agenda.

Just get over it

Goodes has recently received plenty of advice. Much of the journalistic and social media
commentary revolves around his disappointment at being booed every week. Many people are
sympathetic

. Some are happy to cheer on the hecklers —

&lsquo:free speech&rsquo;

is at stake, they say. A common refrain is that Goodes should

&lsquo;man up&rsquo;

and simply ignore the booing. Jason Akermanis, for example, told

Fox Sports News

that “Goodes has got to stop looking like a sook ... and trying to play the victim”. This advice
from someone who once described the Aboriginal owners of a radio station for whom he worked
as

&ldquo;monkeys&rdquo;

. Meanwhile, the Channel 9 Footy Show’s Sam Newman blamed Goodes for the booing,
arguing that people at the footy

&ldquo;don&rsquo;t want to have to put up with political statements of any sort&rdquo;

— they want escapism. This advice from someone who once

painted his face black on television

to mimic Nicky Winmar.

Non-indigenous critics invariably insist that Goodes ‘man up’ and simply ‘cop it sweet’. In
response, the Aboriginal media identity Stan Grant has implored people to think deeply about
the impact of discourses of derision. Adam Goodes is a man who feels down, even let down. A

groundswell of support from other
indigenous athletes , as well
as polit
ical leaders

and

fellow footballers

may provide the

positive &lsquo;energy&rsquo;

that Goodes is looking for. His absence from the Swans this week has, if nothing else, sparked
a national conversation about civility and respect towards others.
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https://www.themonthly.com.au/the-monthly-today/sean-kelly/2015/30/2015/1438240711/adam-goodes-debate-all-about-race
https://twitter.com/darynepearson/status/627014936774885376
https://twitter.com/NoLadyLuck/status/627078459395682304
http://www.sportal.com.au/afl/news/akermanis-adam-goodes-has-got-to-stop-looking-like-a-sook-afl-australian-rules-football-jason-sydney-swans-brisbane-lions-racism-racist-booing-saga/1nswyeg3bwtr717nvkl1pz8izr
https://newmatilda.com/2015/07/30/jason-akermanis-2005-racist-monkey-fame-weighs-adam-goodes
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=9013701
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/confidential/mustsee-moments-to-celebrate-the-afl-footy-shows-21st-birthday/story-fnn7ma1h-1226992380816
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/30/i-can-tell-you-how-adam-goodes-feels-every-indigenous-person-has-felt-it?CMP=share_btn_tw
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/3248134/tyrone-steps-up-as-nrl-players-get-behind-goodes/
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/3248134/tyrone-steps-up-as-nrl-players-get-behind-goodes/
http://www.smh.com.au/afl/sydney-swans/nsw-premier-mike-baird-leaps-to-defence-of-sydney-swans-star-adam-goodes-20150730-ginptu.html
http://www.smh.com.au/afl/sydney-swans/nsw-premier-mike-baird-leaps-to-defence-of-sydney-swans-star-adam-goodes-20150730-ginptu.html
http://www.afl.com.au/news/2015-07-31/captains-support-goodes-statement
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/lewis-jetta-speaks-out-against-adam-goodes-booing-after-war-dance-celebration-20150726-gil0z7.html
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Read more http://theconversation.com/man-up-i-see-a-man-down-booing-and-being-adam-go
odes-45536
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http://theconversation.com/man-up-i-see-a-man-down-booing-and-being-adam-goodes-45536
http://theconversation.com/man-up-i-see-a-man-down-booing-and-being-adam-goodes-45536

