The Conversation appoints cities and politics editors

Written by The Conversation USA

The Conversation has expanded its Australian editorial team with the creation of a new editorial
role covering Cities + Policy. John Watson, who was previously Politics + Society Editor, has
taken on the role while Amanda Dunn, formerly of The Age and The Sunday Age, is now
heading up the Politics + Society team.

The decision to create a role focusing on cities reflects the growing importance of urban policy.
Cities house 54% of the world&rsquo;s people and generate 70% of global GDP. By 2050, two
in every three people are likely to live in cities. This means cities are both the greatest pressure
points and the sites where solutions to the world’s most pressing challenges must be found and
implemented.

The Conversation’s mission is to explore such issues in depth. In Australia, nearly 90% of the
population lives in
urban areas. Our cities are experiencing

most of the strains of growth

and the many problems, but also opportunities, this throws up.

This is a global discussion, which this year is building to a major global summit in October, the
United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development . Better known as
Habitat IlI , it is
the third in a series that began in 1976. It’s the first time in 20 years that representatives of the
world’s nations have sat down to collectively take stock of global urban trends and impacts.

The goal of Habitat Il is to &ldquo;reinvigorate&rdquo; the global political commitment to the
sustainable development of human settlements. The Conversation Australia and our colleagues
in the U
K

S

Africa

France

and

Indonesia

aim to be part of this process.



https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/world-urbanization-prospects.html
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/3218.0Main%20Features152013-14?opendocument&amp;tabname=Summary&amp;prodno=3218.0&amp;issue=2013-14&amp;num=&amp;view=
http://www.uclg.org/en/issues/habitat-iii
http://citiscope.org/habitatIII/explainer/2015/06/what-habitat-iii
http://unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/unhabitat.org_Resolution-adopted-by-the-General-Assembly-ARES67216.pdf
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://theconversation.com/us
https://theconversation.com/africa
https://theconversation.com/fr
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/indonesia
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Please email your ideas for cities to John Watson and politics ideas to Amanda Dunn, or use

our pitc
h button

Read more htip://theconversation.com/the-conversation-appoints-cities-and-politics-editors-55
653
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