Census shows increase in children with disability, but even more are still uncounted
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Some people with disabilities may not require government supports, meaning they wouldn't
have been counted as having a disability in the Census. from www.shutterstock.com.au

The 2016 Census has revealed an increase in the number of children with disability, up nearly
40,000 since 2011. One explanation is that the census now counts disability differently, which is
more in line with the way many children and families view disability.

But other children continue to miss out on support because they do not name their needs as
“disability”. And services don’t yet have adequate funding for even the revealed number of
children, so other children who require assistance are left out.

A census that counts people who identify as having a disability, as well as those who need
support, could help resolve these problems.

Defining disability

Children and young people who need support related to disability has risen from 2% to 2.6% of
children - or 38,309 more children than in 2011. The most striking change is boys with disability
aged 5-14 years, who have increased to 4.4% of all boys their age. These rates are even
higher for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

children - 7.4% of boys aged 5-14 years and 4.4% of all children and young people aged 0-19
years.

The census counts disability as “has need for assistance”, which it defines as “profound or
severe core activity limitation”. The definition was introduced in the 2006 Census to be
consistent with international measures

and

other national surveys

, Which focus on counting support needs. Before 2006, disability was not counted at all. The
continued increase each census since 2006 is probably due to more Australians identifying with
the definition or seeing the benefit of identifying as disabled, now that policies to support
disability are changing.



http://www.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communityprofile/036?opendocument
http://www.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/communityprofile/036?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2901.0Chapter702016
http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/censushome.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b2562bb00121564/ee5261c88952cf90ca257aa10005f567!OpenDocument
http://www.who.int/classifications/icf/en/
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/4430.0
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Knowing who the definition covers is important. The census count of “need for assistance” is
good to inform government planning about high levels of support some people need to
participate equally in our communities. Estimating the number of people likely to need a
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) package is a current priority. This census counted
562,629 people aged under 65 years — over 100,000 more than the NDIS planning estimates .

Equally important for children is planning access and support in school, playgrounds and other
places where children participate in their families and communities. The higher 2016 Census
count shows these plans need to expand.

Who isn’t counted?

The census question only counts people with high needs, not all people with disability.
Unfortunately, the question is not complemented with an identity question about whether you
have a disability. This means people with disability who do not need assistance — for example,
some people who are blind — are not counted. The World Health Organisation estimates the
larger total would be closer to 15% of all Australians, rather than the 5.1% measured in this
census.

This gap means another 10% of Australians are not officially counted, yet they too face barriers
to participation, including access and attitudes .

Disability advocates consistently express concern that by not asking Australians directly about
their disability or impairment, the census fails to count the population of people with disability
accurately — it only captures people who need assistance.

Fixing this gap is important for Australia’s obligations to all Australians under the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

. The NDIS relies on better access to social and economic life for all people with disability,
including people not eligible for NDIS packages.

Not gathering information about this 10% of our population is a missed opportunity. It means we
simply don’t know how many people with disability may benefit from, and contribute to, more
accessible communities and new social and economic opportunities. For children, this is critical
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https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/what-ndis.html
http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15017419.2016.1222303
http://thestringer.com.au/census-fail-makes-disabled-australians-grin-a-bit-12107#.WVHr1YSGO71
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
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to having an inclusive community as a foundation.

Views about disability

Counting disability is complicated because it’s rarely the way children see themselves. Rather,
they speak about what supports them

to feel a sense of belonging in their local school and community and what helps them build real
friendships and relationships. They also talk about the barriers that make belonging difficult, like

loneliness, ill-treatment and lack of support
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Children don't define themselves by their disability, but rather what makes them feel supported
and included.from www.shutterstock.com

Children and young people with disability are often positioned as passive recipients needing
assistance through family, friends and services.

Research

with children and young people themselves, however, shows they want to be recognised for
their active contribution to their families and wider networks. Their positive identity is more
important to them than their support needs.

One of the interesting changes since the introduction of the NDIS is that families and service
providers are now also using the “need for assistance” definition of disability, which is consistent
with the inclusive vision from the UN Convention. Their advocacy with this definition means su
pport for young children in Australia

has expanded already even though the NDIS is still growing.

Children receiving disability support are now more likely to use it while they are with other
children in their community, rather than in separate services. Families’ capacity to demand
these inclusive services recognises the rights of their children to get the support they need to
enjoy their childhood and
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https://academic.oup.com/cdj/article-abstract/50/4/724/349042/Building-belonging-and-connection-for-children?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13603116.2012.676081
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027795360800275X?via%3Dihub
https://www.routledge.com/Children-Young-People-and-Care/Horton-Pyer/p/book/9781138920880
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/media/SPRCFile/ECI_Review_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/media/SPRCFile/ECI_Review_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-7-children-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-7-children-with-disabilities.html

Census shows increase in children with disability, but even more are still uncounted

Written by Karen R Fisher, Professor, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW

have the same options as their peers in the future. These trends are also consistent with the
insurance approach of the NDIS: that assistance now is an investment for later.

Funding and support

The increase in the numbers of children and young people with disability may reflect families’
optimism about having their children’s needs met in the new NDIS world. It certainly promises to
replace long waiting lists and capped places of previous systems. The census numbers
reinforce the higher number of children in the NDIS than expected, which is upsetting NDIS
estimates . The NDIS has
detailed data about people using the scheme. This will not resolve the question about the total
number of people with disabilities though. People receiving NDIS packages are those likely to
already be those identified in census data as needing support.

Data collection in schools has also recently improved with the introduction of the Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data

for school students with disability. Most children and young people participate in the school
system, so these data will inform understanding about adjustments to support students in their
education.

Bringing these large data sets together means we can understand the types of supports families
need, and where there are service gaps between schools and the NDIS.

Lessons from data need to be discussed alongside the expectations and experiences of
children, young people and families to ensure they’re getting the support they need. This will
help children enjoy the opportunities of childhood, rather than the current disproportionate but
necessary focus on dismantling barriers to belonging.

Karen R Fisher receives funding from the Australian Research Council and state and federal
governments.

Sally Robinson receives research funding from the Australian Research Council and state and
federal governments.
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http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/ndis-costs/position
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/ndis-costs/position
http://www.schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/data-collection-steps/introduction-to-the-steps
http://www.schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/data-collection-steps/introduction-to-the-steps
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Read more http://theconversation.com/census-shows-increase-in-children-with-disability-but-e
ven-more-are-still-uncounted-80143
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