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A ReachTEL poll for Sky News , conducted Thursday from a sample of 2390, has Labor
leading by 52-48, a one point gain for the Coalition since the pr
evious Sky News ReachTEL
, just after the May budget.  Assuming the 7.1% undecided are excluded, primary votes are
36.5% Coalition (down 1.3), 35.6% Labor (up 1.4), 10.3% Greens (steady) and 9.8% One
Nation (down 0.4).

The primary vote changes suggest Labor should have gained after preferences, but ReachTEL
is using respondent allocated preferences.  According to Kevin Bonham , using previous
election preferences, Labor leads by 52.8-47.2, a 1.3 point gain for Labor since the previous
ReachTEL.

At the 2016 election, One Nation preferences  split almost 50-50 between the two major
parties.  However, this poll has evidence that One Nation is now attracting the hard right of the
Coalition, and thus that their preferences will be more Coalition-friendly at the next election.

Turnbull is preferred as Liberal leader to Tony Abbott  by 68-32, with Coalition voters favouring
Turnbull 73-27.  However, One Nation voters prefer Abbott by a massive 77-23.  It appears that
as Turnbull has become more centrist over the last two months, the hard right has moved
towards One Nation.

In ReachTEL’s forced choice better PM question, Turnbull leads by 54-46, a two point gain for
Turnbull since the May Channel 7 ReachTEL.  Same sex marriage is supported by 62-26, with
59% in favour of a plebiscite to decide the issue, while 41% prefer a parliamentary vote.  64%
thought penalty rates should be higher on Sunday than Saturday.

Essential 52-48 to Labor, YouGov 51-49 to Labor

In this week&rsquo;s Essential , primary votes were 39% Coalition, 36% Labor, 10% Greens,
7% One Nation and 3% Nick Xenophon Team.  After surging to 9% last week, One Nation’s
vote has fallen back.  This poll was conducted over the last two weeks from a sample of 1790. 
Additional questions are based on one week’s sample.
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https://blogs.crikey.com.au/pollbludger/2017/06/30/reachtel-52-48-labor/
https://theconversation.com/coalition-fails-to-get-post-budget-boost-predicted-by-commentariat-77672
https://theconversation.com/coalition-fails-to-get-post-budget-boost-predicted-by-commentariat-77672
https://twitter.com/kevinbonham/status/880634118714699776
http://results.aec.gov.au/20499/Website/HouseStateTppFlow-20499-NAT.htm
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/top-stories/2017/06/30/voters-back-turnbull-over-abbott.html
http://www.essentialvision.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Essential-Report_170627-1.pdf
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Turnbull’s attributes were relatively unchanged since February, while Shorten’s were a little
worse.  Turnbull had double digit leads over Shorten on “intelligent”, “capable leader” and “good
in a crisis”, but also on “out of touch” and “arrogant”.

By 79-6, voters supported the proposition that politicians should publicly disclose meetings with
lobbyists, and by 78-5 they supported continuous reporting of political donations.  Over 60%
were in favour of bans on foreign donations, donations of over $5,000 and company and union
donations.  However by 46-30, voters opposed a complete ban on donations, with all political
campaigning taxpayer-funded.

UK pollster YouGov  has entered the Australian market.  Polling will be conducted every
fortnight from Thursday to Tuesday by online methods with a sample over 1000.  The first
YouGov poll, conducted from 22 to 27 June from a sample of 1125, has Labor leading by 51-49.
 Primary votes are 34% Labor, 33% Coalition, 12% Greens, 7% One Nation, 4% Christian
parties and 3% NIck Xenophon Team.

Labor’s narrow two party lead was obtained using respondent-allocated preferences.  Using the
previous election method, Labor would lead 54-46.  Christian parties are not included in the
readout in any other poll, and it is likely that most of them are Liberals.

Victoria and ACT to gain seats, while SA loses a seat

On 31 August, the Electoral Commission will determine the number of House seats each state
and territory is entitled to, based on the latest population figures.

The 2016 Census was released on 27 June.  As a result, according to the parliamentary library
, SA’s seats will be reduced by one to 10, while Victoria and the ACT will both gain one seat, to
38 and 3 seats respectively.  Other states are unchanged, with NSW entitled to 47 seats,
Queensland 30, WA 16, Tasmania 5 and the NT 2.  Overall, the House will have 151 members
after the next Federal election, up from the current 150.

Labor easily won both ACT seats at the 2016 election, so the creation of a third seat is good
news for them.  The political effect of redistributions in Victoria and SA will not be known until
draft boundaries are released.
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https://blogs.crikey.com.au/pollbludger/2017/06/28/yougov-fifty-acres-51-49-labor/
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2017/June/Changes_to_representation_entitlement_2017


ReachTEL: One Nation voters prefer Abbott to Turnbull by over 3:1

Written by Adrian Beaumont, Honorary Associate, School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Melbourne

If an election is called before the redistributions are finalised, special arrangements are used to
create or merge seats.  These arrangements have never been used.

Tasmania should have only three House seats, but is entitled to five as this is the minimum
entitlement for any of the six original states.  As Tasmania has tended to give better results for
Labor than the mainland, this malapportionment favours Labor.

More UK post-election analysis

The Guardian  has analysis of a post-election study from pollster Ipsos Mori.  In terms of swing
from the 2015 election, the Conservatives performed best among demographics where the UK
Independence Party (UKIP) had its highest vote shares in 2015: these demographics included
those aged over 65 and lower social classes.

The Conservatives have adopted UKIP’s populist agenda regarding Brexit, and right-wing
populism explains some of the swing to the Conservatives among demographics that were most
likely to vote for UKIP and Leave at the 2016 Brexit referendum.

Labour performed best in swing terms among voters aged 18-44 and higher social classes. 
UKIP had low 2015 vote shares among these demographics.  Although Jeremy Corbyn’s radical
left-wing policies were also important in winning over young people, Labour’s unexpectedly
strong performance can be seen as a rejection of right-wing populism among demographics that
voted Remain at the Brexit referendum.

The swing to Labour in higher social classes, and the swing to the Conservatives in lower
classes, has meant that the Conservatives narrowly won the top three classes, and Labour
narrowly won the fourth class.  At previous elections, there has been a far greater difference in
party support by class.

On 26 June, the Conservatives committed to spend an additional &pound;1 billion  (about $AU
1.7 billion) on Northern Ireland (NI) in return for support on important Commons votes from the
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP).
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/20/youthquake-behind-labour-election-surge-divides-generations?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/06/26/arlene-foster-meet-theresa-may-finalise-dup-deal-prop-tory-minority/
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During the election campaign, PM Theresa May told a nurse who had had no wage increases
for eight years, &ldquo;There isn&rsquo;t a magic money tree  we can shake”.  Every time the
Conservatives now say there is no money for schools, hospitals, public sector wage increases,
etc, people will remember the £1 billion “magic money tree” for NI.

Authors: Adrian Beaumont, Honorary Associate, School of Mathematics and Statistics,
University of Melbourne

Read more http://theconversation.com/reachtel-one-nation-voters-prefer-abbott-to-turnbull-by-
over-3-1-80064
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/theresa-may-nurse-magic-money-tree-bbcqt-question-time-pay-rise-eight-years-election-latest-a7770576.html
http://theconversation.com/reachtel-one-nation-voters-prefer-abbott-to-turnbull-by-over-3-1-80064
http://theconversation.com/reachtel-one-nation-voters-prefer-abbott-to-turnbull-by-over-3-1-80064

