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Solarpuk imaginesa sustainable future, and what it might be like to live in it.Image from
www.shutterstock.com

Punks (of the 70s and 80s kind) were not known for their optimism. Quite the opposite in fact.
Raging against the establishment in various ways, there was “no future” because, according to
the Sex Pistols , punks are “the poison / In your human machine / We’re the future / Your
future”. To be punk, was, by definition, to resist the future.

In contrast, the most basic definition of solarpunk — offered by musician and photographer Jay

Springett
— is that it is @ movement in speculative fiction, art, fashion and activism

that seeks to answer and embody the question ‘ what does a sustainable civilization look like,
and how can we get there ?

At first pass, then, Solarpunk seems to turn the central tenet of punk on its head. Its business is
imagining the future. Moreover, perform an online “image search” for the term “solarpunk” and
you will find colourful, leafy metropolises, flowing neo-peasant fashions and, perhaps, a small
child standing next to a solar panel in front of a yurt.

How, then, are the bright futures imagined by solarpunks, worthy of the “punk” suffix?

Solarpunk’s optimism towards the future is the first concept that needs complicating here. Along
with the original punks, there is a wide body of scholarship that critiques positive thinking.
Feminists like Barbara Ehrenreich and Sara Ahmed , for instance, trace links between the
capitalist establishment and happiness. They suggest that future-centred optimism serves the
very system raged against by most punks of old.

An animated version of Barbara Ehrenreich’s criticisms of positivity.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02D2T3wGCYg
https://thejaymo.tumblr.com/
https://thejaymo.tumblr.com/
https://medium.com/solarpunks/solarpunk-a-reference-guide-8bcf18871965
https://medium.com/solarpunks/solarpunk-a-reference-guide-8bcf18871965
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5um8QWWRvo
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=uOAPdbhSpksC&amp;printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false
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Although optimistic, Solarpunk’s future imaginings do not fit neatly with current political regimes
or economic systems. Self-described “researcher-at-large” Adam Flynn argues that the
movement begins with “ infrastructure as a form of resistance ”. Solarpunks are in the business
of dreaming a totally different system of energy delivery, essential services and transport. Quite
different to behemoth of roads and coal-fired power plants we live amongst today.

In other words, Solarpunks resist the present by imagining a future that requires radical societal
change. Radical, perhaps, but not radically impossible. Indeed, many of the technologies and
practices that solarpunks draw into their imaginings already exist: solar and other renewable
energy, urban agriculture, or organic architecture and design. Like sci-fi authors, solarpunks
remix the present to produce an alternative future.

Apocalypse or utopia?

In a fictional sense, solarpunk sits across the table from “cli-fi”. In recent years, the term cli-fi
has moved from a fringe concept to a marketable genre of fiction. Coined in the first instance by
Dan Bloom , it has grown so big that scholarly researchers are able to produce studies of the
conventions

New novels

and

short story collections

are now published in this category each year.

Cli-fi, in both film and fiction, tends towards dystopia. For film, watch The Day After Tomorrow ,
in which New York is flooded and frozen in climate mayhem, and

Snowpiercer

, Where efforts to control climate change go dramatically awry. For text, look for Paolo
Baciagalupi’s

The Water Knife

, in which drought has devastated the south western US. These are stories of failure, disaster,
and social collapse. Crucially they represent the apocalypse as catalyzed in some way by
climatic or environmental change: wave, snowstorm, drought. Cli-fi has really just replaced
earlier anxieties (such as

nuclear war

) with new ones (such as

out-of-control geoengineering

)-
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http://hieroglyph.asu.edu/2014/09/solarpunk-notes-toward-a-manifesto/
http://cli-fi.net/
http://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/4777
http://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/4777
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/kim-stanley-robinson/new-york-2140/9780316262347/
https://climateimagination.asu.edu/everything-change/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0319262/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1706620/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23209924-the-water-knife
https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2007/june/1268876839/gideon-haigh/shute-messenger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qz8cjvKJLuw
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In the Australian context, Briohny Doyle’s The Island Will Sink and James Bradley’s Clade
take up these themes. Here too, cli-fi can be seen in novels written before the concept existed,
in what Ken Gelder calls “

rural apocalypse fiction

” such as Carrie Tiffany’s explorations of failed semi-arid land farming in

Everyman&rsquo;s Rules for Scientific Living

| teach “cli-fi” in a literary studies course, including Doyle’s and Tiffany’s novels, and | invite
students to critique the apocalyptic nature of the genre. Is it a problem that the future is only
imagined as spectacular disaster or slow decline?

Solarpunks argue that the problem with imagining such a dark future (or no future, for that
matter) is that, while failure may be cathartic it thwarts the possibility of thinking about
alternatives.

As a genre of writing, solarpunk has its predecessors. The Fifth Sacred Thing (1994) by
Starhawk and Ernest Callenbach’s

Ecotopia: The Notebooks and Reports of William Weston (1975)

both imagine anti-capitalist, de-urbanised, garden-centric societies. Although Callenbach’s text
is not a perfect utopia (

as if there is such a thing

), he is on record as stating the need for alternative future visions in a similar manner to
solarpunks. In film, the work of Hayao Miyazaki provides a mainstream forerunner to the
aesthetics and political challenges of the movement.

The trailer of Miyazaki's Princess MononokeDiscovering the rainbow

As a category of fiction, solarpunk remains a fringe dweller. Its few self-identifying authors
describe their additions to the genre as a positive reaction to grim science fiction. Examples in
this vein are Biketopia: Feminist Bicycle Science Fiction Stories in Extreme Futures and Sunv
ault: Stories of Solarpunk and Ecospeculation

. Solarpunk fiction is either self-published or supported by small independent presses, with
mixed reviews
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http://www.briohny-doyle.com/the-island-will-sink/
https://penguin.com.au/books/clade-9781926428659
https://books.google.com.au/books/about/After_The_Celebration.html?id=465BCwvKbLgC&amp;redir_esc=y
http://www.panmacmillan.com.au/9781742611495/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/80689.The_Fifth_Sacred_Thing
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4049576-ecotopia
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/utopia/utopia.html
https://microcosmpublishing.com/catalog/books/6675
https://sunvaultantho.wordpress.com/
https://sunvaultantho.wordpress.com/
http://portlandbookreview.com/2017/06/biketopia/
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On Instagram #solarpunk yields under 1,000 uses. Nevertheless, the aesthetic sensibilities of
the subculture are starting to emerge. A few fashion enthusiasts post selfies experimenting with
flowing fabrics, cool coloured lipstick and body piercings. If steampunk is when “ goths discover

brown ,
solarpunk is when they discover the rainbow.

On Twitter, the hashtag is more common. It groups together self-published tales, fashion
statements and even instances wherein the solarpunk project might be seen to break through
into the present day, as in the case of electric buses . It also seems that, like its predecessors

steam and cyberpunk, solarpunks do dabble in
costumes
(cosplay).

: \"?- LS
Sunvault: Stories of Solarpunk and Eco-Speculation is a collection of solarpunk short stories
and art. Goodreads

It's also political. Andrew Dana Hudson says that the subculture “posits a world of solar-energy
abundance and then argues that we will still have need of punks. No magical tech fixes for us.
We’ll have to do it the hard way: with politics.” To be solarpunk, then, is to mount a resistance to
the mainstream present by imagining an alternative
future.

The question that remains for me in all this is what differentiates a solarpunk from an ecosexua
| , Or an
ecofeminist technopagan

, oran

eco-afrofuturist

or even a

permaculturist

? Or, indeed, other colourfully clad, politically oriented utopian movements?

Similarities abound, but the focus on the cultural change that will necessarily accompany the full
transition to renewable energy is the defining feature of solarpunk.
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https://twitter.com/otfrom/status/406841030815010816
https://twitter.com/otfrom/status/406841030815010816
https://twitter.com/SolarPunked/status/844431694031675392
https://www.tumblr.com/search/solarpunk%20cosplay
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35235851-sunvault
https://medium.com/solarpunks/on-the-political-dimensions-of-solarpunk-c5a7b4bf8df4
https://theecosexuals.ucsc.edu/ecosex/
https://theecosexuals.ucsc.edu/ecosex/
https://journals.equinoxpub.com/index.php/POM/article/view/2072
https://www.facebook.com/events/327822750900209/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%223%22%2C%22ref_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
https://medium.com/solarpunks/002-a-simple-set-of-tools-interview-with-jesse-grimes-pt1-832ebdcaad05
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This is what | find deeply compelling about the subculture. We usually ask “can renewables repl/
ace

fossil fuels?”. It is an

important question

, but it does not grapple with the links between

culture and energy

. Thus instead solarpunks ask “what kind of world will emerge when we

finally

transition to renewables?” and their writings, designs, blogs, tumblrs, music and hashtags are
generating an intriguing answer.

The lead image on this story was updated on July 20 to more accurately reflect the content of
the article.

Jennifer Hamilton receives funding from The Seed Box: A Mistra+Formas Environmental
Humanities Collaboratory, Linképing University, Sweden.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/explainer-solarpunk-or-how-to-be-an-optimistic-radical-
80275
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http://reneweconomy.com.au/csiro-says-australia-can-get-100-per-cent-renewable-energy-86624/
https://books.google.com.au/books/about/Living_Oil.html?id=fXP1AQAAQBAJ&amp;printsec=frontcover&amp;source=kp_read_button&amp;redir_esc=y#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false
http://theconversation.com/explainer-solarpunk-or-how-to-be-an-optimistic-radical-80275
http://theconversation.com/explainer-solarpunk-or-how-to-be-an-optimistic-radical-80275

