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At least 16 people have died, and scores more have been injured, in a terror attack on
Barcelona's Las Ramblas strip.Reuters

Barcelona 2017 , London 2017 , Berlin 2016 , Nice 2016 . 

In all of these cases the weapon of choice was a vehicle, driven at speed, into crowds
innocently going about their daily business. Barcelona is just the latest in a series of targets of
Islamic terrorism over the past year in which a vehicle has been used to mow down those in its
path indiscriminately.

In all of these cases Islamic State (IS) has claimed responsibility.

These sorts of terrorist attacks – like the 2001 al-Qaeda plane attacks on targets in New York
and Washington – have elevated threats to the civilian population in urban areas to a new level.

In the latest – on Barcelona’s famous tourist precinct near Plaça de Catalunya and Las
Ramblas in the heart of the city – at least 16 people have died and scores more have been
injured. The death toll is likely to rise.

IS, in a statement on one of its outlets, claimed responsibility for the attack, telling its
supporters in Arabic
:

Terror is filling the hearts of the Crusader in the land of Andalusia.

Another outlet warned that Spain was now grouped with the UK and France as terrorist targets.

 1 / 3

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/17/barcelona-attack-what-we-know-so-far
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/06/03/london-bridge-everything-know-far/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-38377428
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2016/jul/14/nice-bastille-day-france-attack-promenade-des-anglais-vehicle
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/17/world/europe/barcelona-catalunya-van.html?mcubz=3
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/17/world/europe/barcelona-catalunya-van.html?mcubz=3
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The use of vehicles in relatively vulnerable locations where crowds gather, to inflict maximum
harm on innocent people, will add significantly to unease across Europe. This anxiety will now
reach new levels of intensity, with German elections due on September 24, and and a Catalan
independence vote on October 1.

This latest attack will cast a shadow over events that will require people to gather in crowds
either to participate in political campaigning, or to vote in the election itself.

More broadly, the use of vehicles as weapons against urban populations will add to security
concerns in Western capitals – including in Australia.

What’s likely to come as a result are further security measures to combat the risk of vehicular
attacks in crowded locations. But we know how difficult it is to prevent such attacks .

In Melbourne, Australia, for example, authorities have installed bollards  around the city to
guard against these sorts of acts. But ensuring people’s safety in free and open societies
represents a huge challenge.

World leaders have condemned the Barcelona attack, but beyond pro-forma statements of
support the reality is that the scourge of Islamic-inspired terrorism is here to stay for the time
being.

These acts of violence, each one encouraging another, are part of a terrorist landscape. They
will remain so especially at a moment when IS is under enormous pressure  in its stronghold in
Syria.

The expulsion of IS from Raqqa in eastern Syria will not lessen threats of terrorist violence in
the West. Instead, it will probably heighten the risk.

What the Barcelona attack reminds us is that the West is embroiled in a long war against
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https://theconversation.com/berlin-attack-security-intelligence-has-limits-in-preventing-truck-borne-terror-70643
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/melbournes-antiterror-bollards-to-become-permanent-fixture-20170623-gwx01q.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2017/03/battle-raqqa-controls-170328160456569.html
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Islamic terrorism. Enhanced counter-terrorism strategies, making use of sophisticated
technology, will lessen risks, but cannot entirely eliminate the threat in open societies.

This is the reality.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/barcelona-attack-a-long-war-against-islamic-terrorism-i
s-our-reality-82685
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