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This pamphlet, authorised by the Australian Conservatives, was received in a letter box in a
Victorian suburb in September.Supplied

If same-sex marriage is legalised, Safe Schools and others like it will be mandatory in schools. 

– Australian Conservatives &ldquo;Vote No&rdquo; campaign material , September,
2017.

‘Vote No’ campaign material authorised by the Australian Conservatives party. Australian
Conservatives

Campaigning for and against same-sex marriage continues as Australians respond to a nation
al voluntary postal survey
asking whether same-sex couples should be able to marry under Australian law.
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https://www.conservatives.org.au/voteno_material
https://www.conservatives.org.au/stop_the_safe_schools_agenda#safeschools
https://www.conservatives.org.au/stop_the_safe_schools_agenda#safeschools
https://marriagesurvey.abs.gov.au/
https://marriagesurvey.abs.gov.au/
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“Vote No” campaign material distributed by the Australian Conservatives, a political party
founded by Senator Cory Bernardi, claims that “if same-sex marriage is legalised, Safe Schools
and others like it will be mandatory in schools”.

Let’s look at the facts. 

Checking the source

The Conversation contacted the Australian Conservatives requesting sources to support the
claims made in the party’s “Vote No” campaign material, but did not receive a response. 

Verdict

The information published in the Australian Conservatives “Vote No” campaign material is
incorrect and misleading.

There is no link between the federal Marriage Act and the Australian Curriculum.

The Safe Schools program is a resource for schools and teachers to use at their own discretion.
It is not a “mandatory” part of any national, state or territory curriculum – and never was. Making
such programs mandatory in the classroom would be inconsistent with curriculum policy and
practice in Australia. 

There is no link between same-sex marriage and Safe Schools

Let’s cover the basic points first:

    -  

the federal Marriage Act  and the Australian Curriculum  are not related to each other. Any
change to one does not have any effect on the other

    -  
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http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdb/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ma196185/
http://www.australia.gov.au/information-and-services/education-and-training/curriculum
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the postal survey  currently being conducted asking whether the law should be changed to
allow same-sex couples to marry has no relation to teacher professional development and
learning resources made available to schools, and 

    -  

whether or not same-sex marriage is legalised in Australia also has no relation to teacher
professional development and learning resources made available to schools. 

However, because such claims are being made, let’s take a closer look.

What is the Safe Schools program?

The Safe Schools Coalition Australia  was first established by the Victorian Government in
2010 . It’s now a national network  convened by the

Foundation for
Young Australians
, and delivered by 
partner organisations
in several Australian states and territories. 

The published aim  of the Safe Schools Coalition is “to help school staff create safer and more
inclusive environments for same sex attracted, intersex and gender diverse students, school
staff and families”.

The Safe Schools program provides optional resources  for secondary schools, including
professional development for teachers and one 
classroom-level teaching resource
designed for Year 7 and 8 students.

All of the Safe Schools resources are optional, and not a mandatory component of any national,
state or territory curriculum.
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https://marriagesurvey.abs.gov.au/
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/safe-schools-coalition.aspx?Redirect=1#link93
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/safe-schools-coalition.aspx?Redirect=1#link93
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/our-supporters/organisations
https://www.fya.org.au/our-programs/
https://www.fya.org.au/our-programs/
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/contact-us
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/resources
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/resources
https://www.studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/resources/detail?id=72144922-d5c5-6d32-997d-ff0000a69c30#/
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Schools that choose to participate in the Safe Schools program are expected  to make their
own judgements about which policies and practices they adopt and which resources they use.  

State and territory support for Safe Schools

The Safe Schools program is supported in some form by several state and territory
governments. But it is not a compulsory part of the curriculum in any Australian jurisdiction. 

The Safe Schools program received federal funding  for four years, but this ended in June
2017 . Some state and
territory governments have committed to continue funding the program to make it available for
government schools. Independent (non-government) schools set their own policies about which
programs they will fund and/or implement. 

Victoria , the Australian Capital Territory  and Western Australia  will continue to fund the
program. South Australia  is
funding a 
revised
version
of the Safe Schools program. 

Safe Schools will continue to provide professional development for teachers in Queensland,
although the government is yet to confirm  whether it will fund the program when its federal
allocation runs out in October.

Tasmania  and New South Wales will not be funding the program , with both states replacing
it  with ot
her anti-bullying resources
.

In March 2017 the Victorian Department of Education and Training took responsibility for the
delivery  of Safe Schools in
that state. The Victorian government has 
said
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http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/resources
https://www.education.gov.au/news/safe-schools-coalition-australia-launched
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/from-a-safe-schools-coalition-australia-ssca-spokesperson-4
http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org.au/from-a-safe-schools-coalition-australia-ssca-spokesperson-4
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/safe-schools-coalition.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-26/safe-schools-act-government-funding-federal-changes/7790254
https://www.markmcgowan.com.au/news/wa-labor-to-fundsafeschools-in-western-australia-1141
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/department/media-centre/news/new-safe-schools-anti-bullying-program
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-17/sa-to-push-ahead-with-revised-safe-schools-program/8534682
https://www.shinesa.org.au/community-information/sexual-gender-diversity/shine-sa-safe-schools/
http://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/kate-jones-denies-qld-safe-schools-cuts/news-story/70245fcbdbaa72fe9d8c1f2d7e750e14
http://www.theadvocate.com.au/story/4603979/safe-schools-funding-cuts/
http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/nsw-education-minister-rob-stokes-to-dump-safe-schools-program-20170416-gvlp47.html
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-us/news-at-det/media-releases/minister-stokes/launch-of-new-school-anti-bullying-strategy
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-us/news-at-det/media-releases/minister-stokes/launch-of-new-school-anti-bullying-strategy
https://antibullying.nsw.gov.au/
https://antibullying.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.jamesmerlino.com.au/news/safe-schools-program/
http://www.jamesmerlino.com.au/news/safe-schools-program/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/safe-schools-coalition.aspx?Redirect=1
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that it will expand the program “to all government secondary schools by the end of 2018”. But as
the government 
has outlined
, schools will have discretion about using the program:

The Safe Schools program helps schools foster a safe environment that is supportive and
inclusive of LGBTI students. How this commitment is realised is determined by each school,
based on its local context and the needs of its school community. 

Safe Schools is not a subject in the curriculum, nor is it prescriptive in any way. Schools have
the discretion to use as many or as few of the resources, training materials, and other support
that the program offers to help them deliver their commitment.

Safe Schools is not a ‘mandatory’ part of any Australian
curriculum

In each Australian state and territory there is a compulsory Foundation to Year 10 curriculum .
The curriculums vary from one state or territory to another, but all resemble the 
Australian Curriculum
. All government and independent (private) schools are required to teach according to the
relevant state or territory curriculum.

The curriculum outlines the subjects that must be taught (maths and English, for example) and
the content descriptions for those subjects. As an example, here’s one of the Australian
Curriculum content descriptions
for 
health and physical education
for Year 7 and 8 students:

Investigate the benefits of relationships and examine their impact on their own and others’
health and well being.
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http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/safe-schools-coalition.aspx?Redirect=1#link56
http://www.australia.gov.au/information-and-services/education-and-training/school-education
https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACPPS074
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACPPS074
https://australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/health-and-physical-education/?strand=Personal,+Social+and+Community+Health&amp;strand=Movement+and+Physical+Activity&amp;capability=ignore&amp;priority=ignore&amp;elaborations=true
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Teachers following the Australian Curriculum are expected to teach this content, but there are
no compulsory lesson plans, activities or textbooks. 

The Safe Schools program is one of many sets  of optional resources  available for teachers. 

Making any of these lesson plans or resources compulsory would be inconsistent with
curriculum policy and practice in Australia, which regulates the subjects and content students
are taught, not any resources used at a classroom level.

Blind review #1

The verdict is valid. The explanation provided is accurate and balanced, and the source material
is correct and appropriate.

The resources that teachers use in implementing their lessons is a matter of professional
judgement in the context of the particular needs of their students.

There are no outcomes or content descriptions in either the Australian Curriculum or various
state/territory curriculum documents that would require teachers to use the Safe Schools
resources. – Philip Roberts

Blind review #2

The FactCheck is correct. Whether or not same-sex marriage is legalised has no bearing on
whether states or schools would engage with any particular teacher professional development
or learning resource. 

There is one clarification regarding the term “curriculum”. Many people argue that the school
curriculum is the list of school subjects that are taught to students. Safe Schools is not required
as a school subject, or within a school subject.
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https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/about
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/edresources/teacherskits.htm
https://www.moneysmart.gov.au/teaching/teaching-resources
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Others claim “curriculum” consists of all the planned learning offered to students. Using this
definition, if an individual school or state required Safe Schools to be part of the student learning
experience, then it would become a mandatory part of a school curriculum. Even in such cases,
the engagement with any program would be the responsibility of individual schools. Again, this
has no relation to the outcome of the postal survey, or any subsequent legislation.

In conclusion, the FactCheck verdict is correct. Safe Schools will not be made mandatory in
schools as a result of same-sex marriage being legal in Australia. – Murray Print

The Conversation FactCheck is accredited by the International Fact-Checking Network.

The Conversation’s FactCheck unit is the first fact-checking team in Australia and one of the
first worldwide to be accredited by the International Fact-Checking Network, an alliance of
fact-checkers hosted at the Poynter Institute in the US. Read more here .

Have you seen a “fact” worth checking? The Conversation’s FactCheck asks academic experts
to test claims and see how true they are. We then ask a second academic to review an
anonymous copy of the article. You can request a check at checkit@theconversation.edu.au .
Please include the statement you would like us to check, the date it was made, and a link if
possible.

Bill Louden has received funding in the past from state and federal governments. He was
previously on the board of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority
(ACARA). In 2016, Bill Louden was commissioned by Education Minister Simon Birmingham to
conduct an independent review into the appropriateness and efficacy of the Safe Schools
Coalition Australia program resources.

Murray Print has received government research grants.  

Philip Roberts has received funding from the Australian government.
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https://theconversation.com/the-conversations-factcheck-granted-accreditation-by-international-fact-checking-network-at-poynter-74363
mailto:checkit@theconversation.edu.au
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Read more http://theconversation.com/factcheck-will-safe-schools-be-mandatory-if-same-sex-
marriage-is-legalised-84437
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