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Exactly a decade ago in 2008, the Australian government committed to an ambitious strategy
to halve national homelessness by 2020. Through stepped-up early intervention, better
homelessness services and an expanded supply of affordable housing, the problem would be
tackled with conviction. Instead, as succeeding governments regrettably abandoned the 2008
strategy, homelessness in Australia has been on the rise. 

Last week’s federal budget offered no response to this concern. And the problem is fast getting
worse, as highlighted in our new Australian Homelessness Monitor , prepared for independent
community organisation Launch Housing. Emulating 
a respected UK annual monitoring project
, this report is a comprehensive national analysis of the state of homelessness in Australia
together with the potential policy, economic and social drivers of the trends across the country.

Recently published 2016 Census statistics  showed a 14% increase in overall homelessness in
Australia since 2011. That’s well ahead of the nation’s 
population growth rate
. 

Our major cities have seen much larger rises in homelessness. Recent increases have been
especially big in Sydney (up 48% since 2011), Darwin (up 36%) and Brisbane (up 32%).

       Read more:       Homeless numbers will keep rising until governments change
course on housing

Concerningly, the numbers of people sleeping rough have been growing particularly fast. This,
the most visible and extreme form of homelessness, grew nationally by 20% over the
2011-2016 period. 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&amp;rct=j&amp;q=&amp;esrc=s&amp;source=web&amp;cd=1&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjj66G3ueHaAhVHzbwKHeCxATAQFggpMAA&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fcm%2Flb%2F4895838%2Fdata%2Fthe-road-home---a-national-approach-to-reducing-homelessness-data.pdf&amp;usg=AOvVaw3EBmu0AS2VhmugTUkzgMR_
https://www.launchhousing.org.au/AustralianHomelessnessMonitor
https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/homelessness-knowledge-hub/homelessness-monitor/
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2049.0Main+Features12016?OpenDocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/3101.0Main%20Features2Sep%202017?opendocument&amp;tabname=Summary&amp;prodno=3101.0&amp;issue=Sep%202017&amp;num=&amp;view=
http://theconversation.com/homeless-numbers-will-keep-rising-until-governments-change-course-on-housing-93417
http://theconversation.com/homeless-numbers-will-keep-rising-until-governments-change-course-on-housing-93417
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Although offset by periodic rehousing initiatives for long-term street homeless, five-year
increases in the municipalities of Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide have  exceeded the national
trend. This was especially true in Melbourne . The 2016 City of Melbourne count  showed
numbers jum
ped by more than 200%
over this period.

Why are the numbers soaring?

As our report  this year highlights, many policies, or policy failures, are implicated in these
trends. These include:

    -  

social security system changes, such as shifting welfare benefit recipients onto lower payments
with more conditions of eligibility, and increased &ldquo;sanctioning&rdquo; of claimants

    -  

incremental long-term impacts of inadequate welfare indexation , which have increasingly
eroded the ability of lower-income Australians to afford decent housing

    -  

criminal justice policies that are increasing the prison population ,  which leads to a rising rate of
prison discharge  –  a moment when the 
risk of homelessness is high
.

Such developments are critical in a housing market where, by international standards, subsidis
ed social housing provision is minimal
. This means the vast majority of Australia’s lower-income population must depend on an
increasingly stressed private rental sector in which the 
stock of low-cost homes is dwindling
.
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https://theconversation.com/ban-on-sleeping-rough-does-nothing-to-fix-the-problems-of-homelessness-71630
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/news-and-media/Pages/streetcount-h.%20ighlights-number-of-people-sleeping-rough.aspx
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/health-support-services/social-support/Pages/streetcount.aspx
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/health-support-services/social-support/Pages/streetcount.aspx
https://www.launchhousing.org.au/AustralianHomelessnessMonitor
http://www.anu.edu.au/news/all-news/ideas-for-australia-welfare-reform-needs-to-be-about-improving-well-being-not
https://theconversation.com/new-budget-standards-show-just-how-inadequate-the-newstart-allowance-has-become-82903
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/4512.0
https://theconversation.com/how-we-can-put-a-stop-to-the-revolving-door-between-homelessness-and-imprisonment-91394
http://www.oecd.org/social/affordable-housing-database.htm
http://www.oecd.org/social/affordable-housing-database.htm
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/241
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       Read more:       FactCheck Q&amp;A: do 'about 30% of homeless people have a
job'?

Partly as a result, ABS statistics cited in our report  show the proportion of low-income tenants
in rental stress has risen from 35% to 44% over the past decade nationally. In New South
Wales, it has risen from 43% to 51%. In Victoria, the figure rose from 32% to 47% over the
decade.

The geographical pattern of recent homeless changes shows the housing market is driving
these changes. Our report finds increases in homelessness have generally been much more
rapid in capital cities. Non-metropolitan areas have recorded much lower growth rates, or even
reductions.

In another pointer to housing market impacts, increases in homelessness have tended to be
higher in the large eastern states. These are the states where economies and property markets
have been relatively strong over the past few years. In South Australia, Tasmania and Western
Australia, where these factors have been less evident, the rate of homeless growth has been
lower. 

So, overall numbers were up by 53% in inner Sydney (2011-2016), but rose by a more modest
21% in Hobart. In contrast, homeless numbers fell by over 30% in remote South Australia and
Western Australia.

Governments have let this happen

Despite these stark trends, recent Australian governments, while footing the bill for
homelessness services rising well ahead of inflation, have presided over cuts in social and
affordable housing. 

       Read more:       Australia needs to reboot affordable housing funding, not scrap it
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http://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-do-about-30-of-homeless-people-have-a-job-95514
http://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-do-about-30-of-homeless-people-have-a-job-95514
https://www.launchhousing.org.au/AustralianHomelessnessMonitor
http://theconversation.com/australia-needs-to-reboot-affordable-housing-funding-not-scrap-it-72861
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In its 2014 budget, the Abbott government cancelled the National Rental Affordability Scheme .
This was Australia’s last national affordable housing construction program. 

An increasingly underfunded social and affordable housing system leads to a burgeoning
homelessness support system. The cost of emergency services  for those lacking homes has
risen by 29% in real terms over the past four years. On its current path, the cost is set to exceed
A$1 billion by 2020.

       Read more:       At budget time, remember we all live in subsidised housing

Meanwhile, in the face of deteriorating public housing stock and intensifying shortage, social
housing investment by state and territory governments has actually fallen by 7% since 2012-13
. 

Five years ago, prior to the 2013 federal election, then opposition spokeswoman on housing
Marise Payne said  “the Coalition’s homelessness plan” was “to abolish the carbon tax, pay
down Labor’s debt, generate one million jobs in the next five years and increase our collective
wealth so all of us – individuals and charities – have the capacity to help the homeless and
those most in need in areas where government is not always the answer”. 

While placing faith in philanthropy, such sentiment is underpinned by a stubborn belief that we
can rely on market forces to provide suitable and affordable housing for disadvantaged
Australians – just as much as for all other citizens. It is clear from the latest statistics that the
official approach moulded by this thinking has failed.

What needs to be done?

Looking to the future, the ongoing restructuring of private rental markets seems likely to keep
pushing up the numbers of people subject to housing insecurity. The availability of affordable
low-rent housing continues to contract
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https://www.budget.gov.au/2014-15/content/bp2/html/bp2_expense-21.htm
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2017/housing-and-homelessness/homelessness-services
http://theconversation.com/at-budget-time-remember-we-all-live-in-subsidised-housing-26520
http://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2017/housing-and-homelessness/housing/rogs-2017-volumeg-chapter18-attachment.xlsx
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/parties-offer-no-real-hope-for-the-many-homeless-20130810-2rov1.html
http://www.anglicare.asn.au/news-and-media/latest-news/2018/04/29/anglicare-australia-releases-rental-affordability-snapshot-the-rental-crisis-is-worse-than-ever
http://www.anglicare.asn.au/news-and-media/latest-news/2018/04/29/anglicare-australia-releases-rental-affordability-snapshot-the-rental-crisis-is-worse-than-ever
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. 

For any realistic chance of progress, the Australian government needs to reconfirm recognition
of homelessness as a social ill that must not be ignored. It needs to re-engage with the problem,
starting with a coherent strategic vision to reduce the scale of homelessness by a measurable
amount within a defined period. And it needs to recommit to a level of government support that
ensures enough social and affordable housing is provided to keep pace with growing need, at
the very least. 

Disappointingly, the federal budget provided no indication that such developments are in
prospect. Yet squarely tackling Australia’s growing homelessness problem demands recognition
that excluding people from safe, secure and affordable housing is effectively a denial of
citizenship .

Hal Pawson receives funding from the Australian Research Council, the Australian Housing and
Urban Research Institute and Launch Housing

Cameron Parsell receives funding from The Australian Research Council and Launch Housing. 
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Read more http://theconversation.com/homelessness-australias-shameful-story-of-policy-com
placency-and-failure-continues-95376
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https://theconversation.com/clearing-homeless-camps-compounds-the-violation-of-human-rights-and-entrenches-the-problem-82253
https://theconversation.com/clearing-homeless-camps-compounds-the-violation-of-human-rights-and-entrenches-the-problem-82253
http://theconversation.com/homelessness-australias-shameful-story-of-policy-complacency-and-failure-continues-95376
http://theconversation.com/homelessness-australias-shameful-story-of-policy-complacency-and-failure-continues-95376

