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The Public Service Commissioner, John Lloyd, has resigned, hard on the heels of the recent
Senate estimates hearings that probed his relations with the right-wing think tank the Institute of
Public Affairs (IPA).

Lloyd, who was appointed commissioner by the Abbott government, had been subject to a
complaint that he breached the Public Service Code of Conduct.

But he denies that recent events have driven his decision to resign.

Lloyd, a former Australian Building and Construction Commissioner, has incurred the ire of the
union movement. He also formerly worked at the IPA, where he was director of its work reform
and productivity unit, and kept up email contact with that body while at the Public Service
Commission.

Lloyd was grilled by Labor at the recent estimates hearing about an email he sent to the IPA last
year, reacting critically to his treatment at an estimates hearing. Written to the IPA executive
director, John Roskam , it said “John, More publicity for the IPA, including page 1 of The
Canberra Times, thanks to ALP questioning in estimates yesterday.”

Lloyd told the hearing it reflected his “personal annoyance” at the attacks on him.

At the October estimates hearing he was under scrutiny  over an email he sent to the IPA
indicating the generous provisions in public service enterprise agreements. He rejected
suggestions he was giving the IPA special access, arguing the information was public and there
was “nothing untoward”.

In the latest hearing, Labor repeatedly asked whether he was subject to an inquiry. Initially
Lloyd declined to answer, to the annoyance especially of ALP Senate leader Penny Wong.
Later he informed the committee - via a letter to the committee chairman, James Paterson - that
he was not under investigation.
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https://ipa.org.au/author/johnroskam
https://www.smh.com.au/public-service/apsc-boss-john-lloyd-defends-link-to-rightwing-think-tank-ipa-at-senate-20171023-gz69na.html
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In an letter to parliament’s presiding officers, the acting Merit Protection Commissioner Mark
Davidson, said that on January 11 he had received an allegation that Lloyd had breached the
Public Service Code of Conduct. Davidson said he was still considering whether to start an
inquiry.

In a statement on Monday, the Public Service Commission said Lloyd had advised the
Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, of his resignation, which will take effect in early August.

“Mr Lloyd had, for some time, been contemplating resigning before the end of his term as APS
Commissioner,” the statement said.

“An end date of around August 2018 had been under consideration. The time chosen has not
been influenced by recent events. The timing suited Mr Lloyd and his family.

"If an appointee serves a full term it is normal for the government to consider arrangements for
a new appointment two-three months before that date. Mr Lloyd therefore considered it
appropriate to give the government two-months’ notice.”

It is believed that the powerful secretary of the Prime Minister’s department, Martin Parkinson,
has not been a fan of Lloyd.

The government farewelled him in restrained terms. The Prime Minister’s Office referred
inquiries to the Minister Assisting for the Public Service, Kelly O'Dwyer, who said, “The
government thanks Mr Lloyd for his many years of public service”.

But backbencher Eric Abetz, who was minister assisting the prime minister for the public service
from 2013 to 2015, regretted Lloyd’s departure, saying: “His diligent work assisted the
government to reduce the size of government while ensuring a high calibre of service to the
Australian public continued to be delivered.”
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Shadow minister for workplace relations, Brendan O'Connor, said the Public Service
Commissioner was “supposed to be an impartial officer, who upholds the values of impartiality
in the public service.”

But Lloyd had “demonstrated again and again that he was completely incapable of being
impartial in the role – regularly revealing his strongly partisan positions.”

His resignation came “after intense scrutiny of his partisan behaviour” while jobs minister
Michaelia Cash was the responsible minister, O'Connor said.

“Mr Lloyd presided over a chaotic and unfair approach to enterprise bargaining where
thousands of workers lost important workplace rights and conditions of employment,” he said.

The Community and Public Sector Union welcomed Lloyd’s exit, accusing him of bringing “his
office into disrepute by using a public service position to help his friends at the IPA attack
workers in a Senate inquiry into bargaining”.

Michelle Grattan does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/public-service-commissioner-targeted-over-ipa-links-re
signs-97703
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