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The polarisation that is devouring Australia’s politics is reflected in the increasingly stark
polarisation of the country’s professional mass media.

In the midst of the leadership crisis engulfing the prime ministership, some journalists have
found time to start fighting each other over allegations of partisan political activism. Astonishing.

On Channel Nine’s Today show, the network’s political editor Chris Uhlmann accused
elements of the media
of “waging a war against the prime minister of Australia”. 

For this, he singled out the Rupert Murdoch-owned News Corporation newspapers such as The
Australian and The Daily Telegraph, the Murdoch-owned pay TV channel Sky News, and the
Fairfax-owned Sydney radio station 2GB. 

On the same show, the Telegraph’s national political editor, Sharri Markson, hit back, calling
Uhlmann’s remarks “disgusting and outrageous”.

Later, The Australian’s Chris Kenny weighed in , saying Uhlmann was airing gripes from within
Malcolm Turnbull’s camp. The clear implication was that Uhlmann was just as much a player in
the political game as any other political journalist.

       Read more:       The Sky takeover and the next generation of the Murdoch dynasty

Kenny argued that the media and politicians have always been locked into a symbiotic
relationship, requoting a line  from British politics that a politician complaining about the media
is like a sailor complaining about the sea.
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https://www.9news.com.au/2018/08/23/10/44/they-are-waging-a-war-on-the-prime-minister-uhlmann-takes-aim-at-news-corporation
https://www.9news.com.au/2018/08/23/10/44/they-are-waging-a-war-on-the-prime-minister-uhlmann-takes-aim-at-news-corporation
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/columnists/chris-kenny/of-course-theres-a-symbiotic-relationship-between-media-and-politics/news-story/4529abc983756d564b43d2d20dde3d76
http://theconversation.com/the-sky-takeover-and-the-next-generation-of-the-murdoch-dynasty-97889
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/587874
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That’s true, but in assessing the media’s role in the current crisis, it is helpful to think about it in
two phases.

The ‘Foxification’ of Australian politics

Phase one, which is what Uhlmann was referring to, is the coverage of national politics over the
life of the Turnbull government.

There is overwhelming evidence that the News Corp newspapers, Sky News and the 2GB
shock-jocks have given encouragement, legitimacy and a megaphone to the most reactionary
elements in the Liberal and National parties.

This coverage has been characterised by climate-change denial , the prominence given to
racist sentiments such as Andrew Bolt’s 
recent assertions
that Australia was disintegrating into tribes, and 
alarmist warnings
about immigration, typified by references to African gangs.

       Read more:       Why the media are to blame for racialising Melbourne's 'African
gang' problem

These all play to the audiences of the conservative element of the Liberal Party whose
figurehead has been the government’s destabiliser-in-chief, Tony Abbott, and whose frontbench
champion has been Peter Dutton.

Sky News, in its night-time panels, is dominated by people promoting extreme views. Earlier this
month, it went so far as to invite a neo-Nazi on air , only to apologise when the heat came on
the next day.
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https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Sceptical-Climate-Part-2-Climate-Science-in-Australian-Newspapers.pdf
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/opinion/andrew-bolt/andrew-bolt-our-sense-of-unity-lost-to-the-new-tribes-dividing-us/news-story/d156abe8d811b5ceaf3a464bad41f8ee
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/blogs/andrew-bolt/african-pack-attack/news-story/f6fafcc34c8766d5e37a51f41dfeb0ab
http://theconversation.com/why-the-media-are-to-blame-for-racialising-melbournes-african-gang-problem-100761
http://theconversation.com/why-the-media-are-to-blame-for-racialising-melbournes-african-gang-problem-100761
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment/tv/sky-news-blair-cottrell-interview-wrong/news-story/1daaadeba84b7f71d0c4fed38c0559ec
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Also in its evening line-up is Abbott’s former chief of staff, Peta Credlin, who has used her
program to promote Abbott’s brand of reactionary politics and attack Turnbull , especially over
energy policy.

On 2GB, meanwhile, the likes of Alan Jones and Ray Hadley have given the Abbott camp not
just free kicks – Hadley has Abbott on his show regularly – but have created an on-air culture
where outrage is encouraged. 

Even this week, in covering the political crisis, Jones referred to key Turnbull backer, Mathias
Cormann, as a “nigger in the woodpile”, a highly offensive, racist term of abuse. He later
apologised
for the word, but it’s not the first time he’s used it.

All this amounts to a Foxification of Australian politics.

It follows the template devised by Murdoch and his late lieutenant, Roger Ailes, in creating a
highly partisan television channel, Fox News, which has prosecuted a similar ideological agenda
to what the extreme right stands for in Australia.

Fox used to promote itself  as “fair and balanced”, as gross an example of perverted meaning
as anything Donald Trump has devised.

So much for phase one of the media’s coverage of the Turnbull government.

Responsible, up-to-the-minute coverage

Phase two is the coverage of the crisis that has unfolded this week.

In this, the professional mass media have, for the most part, provided a sustained, informative
and reliable coverage of the kind that the public is entitled to expect.
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https://twitter.com/SkyNewsAust/status/1032476948860035072
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2018/08/23/alan-jones-apologises-using-racist-term-air-again
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2018/08/23/alan-jones-apologises-using-racist-term-air-again
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/business/media/fox-news-fair-and-balanced.html
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The fast-moving developments have been relayed swiftly – often in real time – thanks to the
speed and on-the-spot access to events that digital technology provides.

       Read more:       Australian media are playing a dangerous game using racism as
currency

The stories are piled up in chronological sequence : not just the basic facts but context,
explanation and insights into background events, such as the lead-up to 
Scott Morrison&rsquo;s decision
to stand for party leader if there is a spill.

There is also minute-by-minute Twitter coverage  of the uproar and circus in parliament.

So much is happening that for a blessed moment the media are focusing on reporting rather
than fighting among themselves.

Denis Muller does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company or
organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/how-the-right-wing-media-have-given-a-megaphone-to-
reactionary-forces-in-the-liberal-party-101982
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http://theconversation.com/australian-media-are-playing-a-dangerous-game-using-racism-as-currency-101190
http://theconversation.com/australian-media-are-playing-a-dangerous-game-using-racism-as-currency-101190
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-23/live-peter-dutton-poised-to-challenge-malcolm-turnbull-again/10155008
https://www.news.com.au/finance/work/leaders/could-scott-morrison-be-australias-next-prime-minister/news-story/b2049b65c77978511dcd8356560d0445
https://twitter.com/hashtag/auspol?src=hash
http://theconversation.com/how-the-right-wing-media-have-given-a-megaphone-to-reactionary-forces-in-the-liberal-party-101982
http://theconversation.com/how-the-right-wing-media-have-given-a-megaphone-to-reactionary-forces-in-the-liberal-party-101982

