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Today we’re taking a look back at some of the biggest issues of 2018 with special guest Kath
Viner, editor-in-chief of The Guardian.

As the media grappled this year with how to cover Donald Trump and his “alternative facts”,
Viner says it may be time for the media to pay less attention to what he says.

“Surely the thing to do is report on what is actually happening. So less on what Trump is saying
but actually what his administration is doing,” Viner said.

“We don’t hear about what he’s doing because we’re too busy commenting on what he’s
saying.”

We also talked about how newsrooms are funding journalism and particularly investigative
journalism, in an era when journalists are increasingly vilified and even physically attacked or
killed. 

Viner also identified what she saw as the major challenges ahead.

“I think the other big challenge for next year is how we deal with the rise of the far right and how
we report on it without inflaming it or over-exaggerating it,” she said.

       Read more:       Media Files: On the Serena Williams cartoon -- and how the UK
phone hacking scandal led to a media crackdown in South Africa
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Media Files is produced by a team of academics who have spent decades working in and
reporting on the media industry. They’re passionate about sharing their understanding of the
media landscape, especially how journalists operate, how media policy is changing, and how
commercial manoeuvres and digital disruption are affecting the kinds of media and journalism
we consume.

Media Files  will be out every month, with occasional off-schedule episodes released when
we’ve got fresh analysis we can’t wait to share with you. To make sure you don’t miss an
episode, find us and subscribe on Apple Podcasts , in Pocket Casts  or wherever
you find your podcasts. And while you’re there, please rate and review us - it really helps others
to find us.

You can find more podcast episodes from The Conversation here .

       Read more:       Media Files: What does the future newsroom look like?

Recorded at the University of Melbourne’s Centre for Advancing Journalism. Producer: Andy
Hazel. Production assistance Gavin Nebauer.

Additional audio

Theme music by Susie Wilkins.

Andrew Dodd receives funding from the Australian Research Council.

Matthew Ricketson receives funding from the Australian Research Council for two projects on
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which he is a chief investigator. He is president of the Journalism Education and Research
Association of Australia (JERAA) and is the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance's (MEAA)
representative on the Australian Press Council.

Andrea Carson does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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