Politics with Michelle Grattan: Kerryn Phelps on medical transfer numbers

Written by Michelle Grattan, Professorial Fellow, University of Canberra

Independent MP Kerryn Phelps, who set the ball rolling for the medical transfers legislation,
says its passage is “a remarkable exercise in cooperation”.

Phelps says that of the about 1000 people on Manus and Nauru “around 70 people require
urgent medical evacuation” and “another couple of hundred will require transfer but not as

urgently”.

She describes Scott Morrison’s proposal to reopen the Christmas Island detention facility as a
“political statement”.

“What we need to do is to have a regional resettlement option for people who are currently on
Manus and Nauru so they don’t have to become so sick that they have to be transferred to
Australia to await resettlement somewhere else.”

Michelle Grattan does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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Read more htip://theconversation.com/politics-with-michelle-grattan-kerryn-phelps-on-medical
-transfer-numbers-111751
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