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During his two-day royal visit this week, Prince William has met with survivors of the
Christchurch mosque shootings and has praised New Zealand&rsquo;s response  to the
attacks. 

To the people of New Zealand and the people of Christchurch, to our Muslim community and all
those who have rallied by your side, I stand with you in gratitude to what you have taught the
world in these past weeks.

Earlier, Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan described New Zealanders as “ citizens of the future ”
.

Globally, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s response to the attacks is seen as a new way of
reacting to violent extremism. With an emphasis on what unites people, communities in different
countries were motivated to express solidarity across religious and cultural divides. 

In contrast, the opportunistic linking of the Easter Sunday terrorist attacks  in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, with Christchurch will once again serve to divide humanity.

       Read more:       Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the Sri Lanka terror
attack. Here's what that means

Solidarity at home

Domestically, the terrorist attack on Muslim worshippers in Christchurch was met by a display of
unity. A heartfelt exchange of respect between the country’s leadership and the minority Muslim
community characterised the days and weeks following the attack. 
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https://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/387812/live-coverage-prince-william-visits-christchurch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqjMECg6Psk
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/23/world/asia/sri-lanka-bombing.htm
http://theconversation.com/islamic-state-has-claimed-responsibility-for-the-sri-lanka-terror-attack-heres-what-that-means-115915
http://theconversation.com/islamic-state-has-claimed-responsibility-for-the-sri-lanka-terror-attack-heres-what-that-means-115915
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       Read more:       From Mahometan to Kiwi Muslim: history of NZ's Muslim population

A renewed rejection of racism in all its forms, including Islamophobia, led to a public discussion
of the Crusaders rugby team&rsquo;s name . The government took decisive action by tighteni
ng gun laws
and instituting a 
royal commission of inquiry
into New Zealand’s security and intelligence agencies.

But the question now is whether New Zealand can translate its new-found domestic cohesion
and goodwill into foreign policy. 

Support for Palestinian sovereignty

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a good place to start. If solidarity at home is to influence global
understanding and cooperation across cultures, Palestinian sovereignty must be a foreign policy
priority. 

The international community’s failure over the past 72 years to find a just and sustainable
solution to the “ Palestine question ” is an ongoing source of discord between Muslims and
non-Muslims. 

Shortly after its establishment, the UN Alliance of Civilisations ( UNAOC ) noted :

The Israeli military occupation of Palestine has been perceived in the Muslim world as a form of
colonialism and has led many to believe, rightly or wrongly, that Israel is in collusion with the
“West”. 

Palestinian casualties, dispossession and suffering  due to the occupation fuel resentment and
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http://theconversation.com/from-mahometan-to-kiwi-muslim-history-of-nzs-muslim-population-114067
https://theconversation.com/playing-in-overtime-why-the-crusaders-rugby-team-is-right-to-rethink-brand-after-christchurch-attack-114826
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-zealand-bans-military-style-semi-automatics-and-assault-rifles
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-zealand-bans-military-style-semi-automatics-and-assault-rifles
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-shooting/111532549/royal-commission-of-inquiry-after-the-christchurch-terror-attacks
https://www.un.org/unispal/history/
https://www.unaoc.org/
https://www.unaoc.org/resource/alliance-of-civilizations-report-of-the-high-level-group-13-november-2006/
https://www.ochaopt.org/
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radicalisation in the Muslim world. The impunity an American veto allows Israel further
enhances the perception of Western hypocrisy. The US and Israel’s disregard for the legal
status of Jerusalem as corpus separatum
undermines both the potential for peace between Israelis and Palestinians and an international
rules-based system.

New Zealand needs to be more vocal in international forums in criticising Israel’s occupation
policies . 

Challenging Islamophobia

Islamophobia, or an anti-Muslim bias that incorrectly presents Muslims as a dangerous
monolithic group, is both a domestic and global concern. The real danger is that Islamophobia
becomes the norm. 

Politicians, such as Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban , promote the notion of a clash of
civilisations when they present Muslims as a threat to Christian Europe. The United Kingdom’s
security strategy in response to the terrorist attacks in London on July 7 2005, called 
Prevent
, is an example of anti-radicalisation policies that target people based on their faith, specifically
Muslims. 

       Read more:       Terror, Muslims, and a culture of fear: challenging the media
messages

Islamophobia also finds expression in conflating radical and moderate Islamists. These groups
may share the pursuit of an ideal state, based on Islamic teachings, but they differ drastically in
their methods and interpretation of Islam. Autocratic governments in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region fuel Islamophobia  when they dismiss these differences in order to
demonise their moderate Islamist opposition. 
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https://www.un.org/unispal/document/arab-states-regret-usa-uk-decision-to-present-credence-in-jerusalem-corpus-separatum-transmittal-to-unccp-by-sg-letter-to-the-secgen/
https://www.ochaopt.org/
https://www.ochaopt.org/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/hungary-general-election-viktor-orban-latest-christianity-nationalism-muslims-migrants-europe-racism-a8293836.htm
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/government-counter-radicalisation-plan-not-even-tony-blair-went-this-far-in-alienating-a-community-10381826.html
http://theconversation.com/terror-muslims-and-a-culture-of-fear-challenging-the-media-messages-77170
http://theconversation.com/terror-muslims-and-a-culture-of-fear-challenging-the-media-messages-77170
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/03/29/arab-regimes-are-the-worlds-most-powerful-islamophobes/
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This can be explained by the fact that moderate Islamism offers an authentic alternative to
authoritarianism. For example, Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad and his late father, Hafez
al-Assad, have a history  of demonising and repressing the moderate Islamist Syrian Muslim
Brotherhood ( SMB ) to ensure the regime’s political survival. Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Egypt declared the Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist
organisation in the wake of the 2010-11 Arab
uprisings ,
which threatened autocrats across the MENA region. 

       Read more:       Competing foreign interests trump Syrian aspirations for political
change

A rules-based international system

The UAE and Saudi Arabia are key markets for New Zealand. They are also members of the
Gulf Cooperation Council ( GCC ), our eighth-largest trading partner . In equating moderate
Islamism with terrorism to contain domestic dissent, these states contribute to international
disunity and hate.

New Zealand needs to resist pressure from these partners as well as from some  other member
countries in the Five Eyes intelligence alliance  to view Islamists as monolithic. It also needs to
enhance support for initiatives that strengthen global understanding and cooperation between
non-Muslim and Muslim-majority countries such as the UNAOC.

At the UN General Assembly in September 2018, Ardern signalled a clear direction for foreign
policy by calling for kindness, collectivism and an international rules-based system . This is in
stark contrast to US President Donald Trump’s 
portentious rejection of globalism
. 

New Zealand’s response to the Christchurch terrorist attack showed the world values that, in
Ardern’s words, “ represent the very best of us ”. The expectation remains that our foreign policy
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https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/146%20Anything%20But%20Politics%20-%20The%20State%20of%20Syrias%20Political%20Opposition.pdf
https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/48370?lang=e
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2012-01-24/arab-spring-on
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2012-01-24/arab-spring-on
http://theconversation.com/competing-foreign-interests-trump-syrian-aspirations-for-political-change-95918
http://theconversation.com/competing-foreign-interests-trump-syrian-aspirations-for-political-change-95918
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/gcc
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-concluded-but-not-in-force/gcc/
https://www.nzsis.govt.nz/our-work/working-with-other-organisations
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2018/09/jacinda-ardern-s-full-speech-to-the-un-general-assembly.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaHBuzZoYKQ
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=national+remembrance+service+christchurch&amp;&amp;view=detail&amp;mid=8CF9C1FDD539A80417898CF9C1FDD539A8041789&amp;&amp;FORM=VRDGA
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will follow through.

Hanlie Booysen does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organization that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/why-new-zealand-needs-to-translate-its-response-to-ch
ristchurch-attacks-into-foreign-policy-115556
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