India is reforming education for the first time since 1986 — here's why Australia should care

Written by Craig Jeffrey, Director and CEO of the Australia India Institute; Professor of Development Geography,
University of Melbourne

India released a Draft National Education Policy ( DNEP ) in June 2019. It’s the first
comprehensive policy proposal on education in the country since 1986 and a major, game
changing statement.

Australia has a moral duty to engage with the global challenge of providing quality education to
hundreds of millions of Indian youth. And by engaging with India as it rolls out this policy,
Australian universities stand to gain knowledge and research capacity, among many other
things.

What’s the new policy trying to achieve?

India’s National Policy on Education was framed in 1986 and modified in 1992. Clearly a lot
has change in the country since then.

The proposed new policy is remarkable for two main reasons.

First, it takes a cold-eyed look at the existing educational structures and processes in India. The
document reflects honestly and in depth on state-level universities and colleges where the
majority of students study. In these institutions, the facilities, teaching, and governance are
usually poor.

Read more: How Australia can help reform higher education in India

A second remarkable element to the draft is the scale and boldness of the vision. The policy
aims to make changes across all levels of education — from early childhood to university.



https://innovate.mygov.in/new-education-policy-2019/
https://mhrd.gov.in/nep-new
http://theconversation.com/how-australia-can-help-reform-higher-education-in-india-88479
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The draft policy, which is currently in the consultation phase, recommends doubling funding for
public education from the present figure of roughly 3% of GDP to 6%.

It aims to change the structure of school education so children begin their schooling at three
years old, with three preschool years incorporated into the formal structure.

The draft policy also calls for an overhaul of teacher training which will now occur in universities
rather than specialist colleges , which are often of low quality.

In tertiary education (though the draft is weak on the issue of vocational education), the policy
sets a target of 50% of youth being enrolled in universities by 2035 (in 2016, the figure was
24.5%).

Read more: India soon to have the largest tertiary-age population in the world

The DNEP recommends dismantling the current system of universities and private and public
colleges to develop between 10,000-15,000 multi-disciplinary universities, which would be
funded in part through the increased government investment in higher education.

The document notes the current system is made up of more than 850 universities and about
40,000 colleges, with 20% of those colleges offering just a single program of study, and 20%
having under 100 students.

The DNEP states :
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https://indianexpress.com/article/education/ncte-to-shut-down-bad-bed-colleges-1000-institutes-at-target-5958520/
https://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics-new/AISHE2015-16.pdf
http://theconversation.com/india-soon-to-have-the-largest-tertiary-age-population-in-the-world-62223
https://epsiindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Draft_NEP_2019_EN_Revised.pdf
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The main thrust of this policy regarding higher education is the ending of the fragmentation of
higher education by moving higher education into large multidisciplinary universities and
colleges, each of which will aim to have upwards of 5,000 or more students.

The new institutions are envisioned to promote education in the arts and social sciences. The
focus on “liberal arts” will encourage critical thinking and appreciation of the value of education
beyond just preparing the population for employment.

The DNEP emphasises the importance of developing a research culture across most
universities in India and stresses the value of internationalisation by “preparing our students to
participate in world affairs through providing them with learning experiences that cut across
countries and cultures”.

It also aims to to “attract students from other countries to participate in our higher education
programmes”.

Why Australia should care

The poor quality of school and university described in the DNEP is a critical global challenge. As
it stands, large parts of India, especially northern India, are unlikely to meet the United Nation’s
Sustainable Development Goal 4, which calls for accessible, quality education for everyone.

Australia should partner with India to address the needs of the hundreds of millions of young
people demanding a better education.

By interacting with top Indian researchers and students, Australia can also improve its own
research and knowledge capacity. Australia can make commercial gains from working with India
in the redevelopment of its education system.

Australian universities can act in five areas in particular:
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1. Build research capacity in India and across the Australia-India boundary

Australia already has a research partnership with India, the Australia India Strategic Research
Fund ( AISRF ). This should be extended, through a joint new research fund with India’s already
established new National Research Foundation .

India faces a major challenge in creating a body of excellent researchers capable of occupying
positions in its proposed new universities. It is therefore crucial that research partnership also
involves building this capacity, especially by creating new PhD training and post-doctoral
positions.

2. Partner with India in open and distance learning (ODL)

The DNEP’s goal of increasing the number of students in university in India to 50% can’t occur
through bricks and mortar expansion. India has a lot of experience on ODLs but Australia and
India could usefully partner in the development of better quality technology platforms.

3. Help train Indian school teachers

Australia has major strength in teacher education. India is looking to other countries to assist in
training the staff in universities who will be responsible for training teachers in the new system.
Australian action in this area would greatly help Indian education into its next phase.

4. Provide expertise on internationalisation

Australia has been very successful since the 1990s in internationalising its education. Education
is now one of Australia&rsquo;s largest exports . Australian universities and peak bodies such
as the Group of Eight Universities could be partners in India’s efforts to internationalise.

4/5


https://www.industry.gov.au/funding-and-incentives/science-and-research/collaborating-with-india-on-science-and-research
https://www.news18.com/news/business/budget-2019-nirmala-sitharaman-announces-setting-up-of-national-research-foundation-to-be-chaired-by-pm-modi-2218651.html
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/research/Research-Snapshots/Documents/Export%20Income%20CY%202017.pdf
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5. Building campuses in each other’s countries

The DNEP recommends overturning regulation that prevents foreign universities from
establishing campuses in India. It invites the world’s top 200 universities to develop a physical
presence in the subcontinent. It also encourages Indian institutions to consider opening
campuses abroad.

Australian universities could approach Indian institutions to discuss the development of a
physical presence in each other’s countries, such as laboratory spaces, research centres or
campuses.

The DNEP is remarkable on many levels: a bold effort to rethink education from first principles
in a country containing one fifth of the world&rsquo;s youth . Australia should make it a priority
to engage.

Craig Jeffrey receives funding from the Australian Research Council. The organisation that he
leads, the Australia India Institute, receives funding from the Australian Government's
Department of Education, the University of Melbourne, and Victorian Government.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/india-is-reforming-education-for-the-first-time-since-198
6-heres-why-australia-should-care-121812
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/10/here-s-what-young-indians-really-want-from-life/
http://theconversation.com/india-is-reforming-education-for-the-first-time-since-1986-heres-why-australia-should-care-121812
http://theconversation.com/india-is-reforming-education-for-the-first-time-since-1986-heres-why-australia-should-care-121812

