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Scores of arrests have been made across Australia as the Extinction Rebellion enters its fifth
day of protests.

The activists are desperately trying to force the Australian government to take serious and
effective action against climate change. And their brand of civil disobedience has caused major
inconveniences, from hanging off bridges to locking themselves to gates, vehicles or cement
blocks.

But while inconvenient, their protests are still non-violent. This is an important point to stress, as
the members of state and federal government peddle the view that they are criminals and
anarchists.

In fact, as the movement grows stronger, so do the governments’ attempt to stop it. It shows the
Extinction Rebellion’s demands are actually being heard, but at the same time, the drastic
responses make it clear policy-makers will still choose to ignore them.

Draconian responses to social protest

Queensland premier Annastacia Palaszczuk last month used social media to denounce the
&ldquo;sinister&rdquo; tactics of &ldquo;stupid&rdquo; protesters

. She claims the current XR protests are “absolutely ridiculous” and are endangering people’s
lives.

Her government is now fast-tracking new legislation that would mean possessing a locking
device could lead to a jail term of up to two years, or a fine of up to $6,000.

Pauline Hanson has said Queenslanders should use cattle prods on climate change activists ,
whom she labelled “unwashed idiots”. And a few days ago, Studio 10 host Kerri-Anne
Kennerley said

motorists should run over XR protesters



https://www.smh.com.au/politics/queensland/disruptive-protesters-should-be-heavily-fined-or-jailed-says-dutton-20191003-p52x9k.html
https://twitter.com/AnnastaciaMP/status/1163599997197148162
https://twitter.com/AnnastaciaMP/status/1163599997197148162
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-09/extinction-rebellion-protest-brisbane-annastacia-palaszczuk-laws/11585826
https://www.vice.com/en_au/article/j5y8v7/australian-politician-pauline-hanson-police-cattle-prods-climate-protesters
https://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/use-them-as-a-speed-bump-kerrianne-kennerley-suggests-running-over-climate-change-protesters/news-story/6dcec4f260d9df8f2cf3f6f4542e8614
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A lire aussi : Animal rights activists in Melbourne: green-collar criminals or civil
'disobedients’'?

Peter Dutton and Michaelia Cash added fuel to the fire. The Home Affairs minister labelled the
XR protesters “fringe-dwellers”, and claimed they should face mandatory jail sentences and we
Ifare cuts

Senator Cash added : “taxpayers should not be expected to subsidise the protests of others”,
since protesting is not an exemption from a welfare recipient’s obligation to look for a job.

What's more, NSW Police have imposed stringent bail conditions on protesters, traditionally
used with members of bikie gangs. The bail conditions prevent them from “going near, or
contacting or trying to go near or contact (except through a legal representative) any members
of the group Extinction Rebellion”. They’re also not allowed to be within 2.5 kilometres of
Sydney’s CBD.

These conditions had the curious result of also preventing defendants from attending court in
the Sydney CBD.

Ad hoc laws

Yesterday, former Greens Senator Scott Ludlam had his bail conditions revoked by deputy chief
magistrate Jane Mottley, who said they were not necessary given the low seriousness of the
offences. It’'s expected many more cases will be dismissed on the same ground.

Nevertheless, this use of bail conditions against XR activists raises serious concerns, as
citizens are threatened with jalil if they insist on partaking in political activism.

The conditions appear to violate basic democratic rights, namely, freedom of opinion, movement
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http://theconversation.com/animal-rights-activists-in-melbourne-green-collar-criminals-or-civil-disobedients-115119
http://theconversation.com/animal-rights-activists-in-melbourne-green-collar-criminals-or-civil-disobedients-115119
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/03/peter-dutton-accused-dictator-urging-welfare-cuts-protesters
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/03/peter-dutton-accused-dictator-urging-welfare-cuts-protesters
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/climate-protesters-thumbing-noses-at-taxpayers-peter-dutton/news-story/ef7fcb774d6ceb1927a0c06a90f74fc6
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/09/absurd-bail-conditions-prevent-extinction-rebellion-protesters-going-near-other-members
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/10/extinction-rebellion-scott-ludlam-has-absurd-bail-conditions-dismissed-by-judge
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and assembly, according to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights .

A lire aussi : Why does international condemnation on human rights mean so
little to Australia?

But it’s not the first time we see these kinds of ad hoc responses to social protest. Earlier this
year, the federal government introduced The Criminal Code Amendment (Agricultural
Protection) Bill 2019 , specifically targeting the growing
animal rights movement in Australia.

Before then, the NSW government introduced the Inclosed Lands, Crimes and Law
Enforcement Legislation Amendment (Interference) Bill 2016
, targeting anti-mining protests.

And some have expressed concerns that Palaszczuk’s efforts to crack down on civil
disobedience are reminiscent of the authoritarian Bjelke-Petersen era, when the QLD
government allowed extreme police violence against peaceful protesters .

A lire aussi : Issues that swungq elections: the dramatic and inglorious fall of Joh
Bjelke-Petersen

But it’s worth remembering these XR protests have so far only caused traffic disruptions. While
it constitutes a punishable offence, they are fine-only offences at most, as the judge noticed in
Ludlam’s case.
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://theconversation.com/why-does-international-condemnation-on-human-rights-mean-so-little-to-australia-53814
http://theconversation.com/why-does-international-condemnation-on-human-rights-mean-so-little-to-australia-53814
https://theconversation.com/it-isnt-clear-how-the-new-bill-against-animal-rights-activists-will-protect-farmers-120588
https://theconversation.com/it-isnt-clear-how-the-new-bill-against-animal-rights-activists-will-protect-farmers-120588
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=3275#targetText=Inclosed%20Lands%2C%20Crimes%20and%20Law,Legislation%20Amendment%20(Interference)%20Bill%202016&amp;targetText=An%20Act%20to%20amend%20the,and%20other%20businesses%20or%20undertakings.
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=3275#targetText=Inclosed%20Lands%2C%20Crimes%20and%20Law,Legislation%20Amendment%20(Interference)%20Bill%202016&amp;targetText=An%20Act%20to%20amend%20the,and%20other%20businesses%20or%20undertakings.
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/10/extinction-rebellion-labor-members-say-chilling-mass-arrests-have-echoes-of-bjelke-petersen-era
http://theconversation.com/issues-that-swung-elections-the-dramatic-and-inglorious-fall-of-joh-bjelke-petersen-115141
http://theconversation.com/issues-that-swung-elections-the-dramatic-and-inglorious-fall-of-joh-bjelke-petersen-115141
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Laws already exist to sanction those who breach traffic regulation. With reference to
Queensland’s proposed anti-protest legislation, the Human Rights Law Centre noticed :

devices such as sleeping dragons, monopoles and tripods are commonly used in peaceful
protest across Australia — our criminal laws already adequately cover their use when they
cause major disruption.

The new laws may allow the police to search and arrest anyone who engages in a peaceful
protest.

Communicative nature of protest

As | argue in my recent book on civil disobedience, this form of illegal protest has an inherent
communicative nature. It seeks to elicit a reply from governments concerning the necessity of
changing a law or policy.

From this standpoint, the tough, and seemingly unnecessary, responses to the XR movement
are, paradoxically, encouraging. They reveal governments cannot continue to ignore the voices
of environmental activists.

On the other hand, the way state and federal governments have chosen to respond show their
unwillingness to entertain the activists’ demands.

Besides the mere goal of deterring people from engaging in further protest, governments are
also following a familiar strategy involving the use of patronising language, aiming to dismiss XR
activists as not worthy of its attention. For instance, the millions of young people who took part
in the School Strike for Climate were just “ skipping school ”.

A lire aussi : ‘Lock-on devices' are a symbol of non-violent protest, but they
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-09/extinction-rebellion-protest-brisbane-annastacia-palaszczuk-laws/11585826
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781786607164/Civil-Disobedience-A-Philosophical-Overview
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/school-life/the-truth-about-australias-climate-change-truants/news-story/613dc0906024c3d2b3be68ac2f123dc8
http://theconversation.com/lock-on-devices-are-a-symbol-of-non-violent-protest-but-they-might-soon-be-banned-in-queensland-122472
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might soon be banned in Queensland

These are all ways for governments to avoid having to answer for the legitimate questions about
its controversial policies and careless attitude about scientists’ warning about rising global
temperatures.

As they strives to come up with more demeaning labels for the XR movement, we are left to
hope they may eventually apply their creative skills towards finding ways to finally cut Australia’s
carbon emissions.

Piero Moraro ne travaille pas, ne conseille pas, ne possede pas de parts, ne regoit pas de fonds
d'une organisation qui pourrait tirer profit de cet article, et n'a déclaré aucune autre affiliation
que son poste universitaire.
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Read more http://theconversation.com/cattle-prods-and-welfare-cuts-mounting-threats-to-extin
ction-rebellion-show-demands-are-being-heard-but-ignored-124990
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http://theconversation.com/lock-on-devices-are-a-symbol-of-non-violent-protest-but-they-might-soon-be-banned-in-queensland-122472
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/10/nsw-government-may-open-two-new-coal-fields-for-exploration-to-boost-economic-growth
http://theconversation.com/cattle-prods-and-welfare-cuts-mounting-threats-to-extinction-rebellion-show-demands-are-being-heard-but-ignored-124990
http://theconversation.com/cattle-prods-and-welfare-cuts-mounting-threats-to-extinction-rebellion-show-demands-are-being-heard-but-ignored-124990

