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In the hours after the Christchurch mosque attacks on March 15 last year, I wrote  that I hoped
New Zealand would finally stop believing it was immune to far-right extremist violence. A year
on, I’m not sure enough has changed.

I’ve researched far-right extremism for decades – and I would argue it remains a high-level
threat in New Zealand, not just overseas . 

My assessment is that there are about 60 to 70 groups and somewhere between 150 and 300
core right-wing activists in New Zealand. 

This sounds modest alongside the estimated 12,000 to 13,000 violent far-right activists in
Germany . But proportionate to
population size, the numbers are similar for both countries. And it only takes one activist to act
out his extremism.

In the past year, there has certainly been greater investment by New Zealand’s security
agencies in monitoring extremist groups and activists. There has been more media coverage.
The government moved quickly to ban assault weapons and further controls on the use and
possession of arms are underway
. Other initiatives, including a 
royal commission of inquiry
, are pending. 

But I also feel there is a tendency to see the Christchurch attacks, which killed 51 people, as a
one-off or an aberration – rather than something we still need to guard against. 

       Read more:       Christchurch mosque shootings must end New Zealand's innocence
about right-wing terrorism
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https://theconversation.com/christchurch-mosque-shootings-must-end-new-zealands-innocence-about-right-wing-terrorism-113655
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/sep/19/fastest-growing-uk-terrorist-threat-is-from-far-right-say-police
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/21/world/europe/germany-shooting-terrorism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/21/world/europe/germany-shooting-terrorism.html
https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/topics/all-current-topics/bill-proposes-further-tightening-of-gun-controls/
https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/topics/all-current-topics/bill-proposes-further-tightening-of-gun-controls/
https://christchurchattack.royalcommission.nz/
https://theconversation.com/christchurch-mosque-shootings-must-end-new-zealands-innocence-about-right-wing-terrorism-113655
https://theconversation.com/christchurch-mosque-shootings-must-end-new-zealands-innocence-about-right-wing-terrorism-113655
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New Zealand’s home-grown extremists

New Zealanders should now be more aware than a year ago of the presence of local right-wing
extremists. There has been plenty to remind them.

In June last year, Philip Arps, who has been involved in white supremacist activities in
Christchurch for some time, was sentenced to 21 months in jail for sharing video of the
Christchurch shootings. I am puzzled by the limited public awareness that the imagery on the
side of his van – a reference to 14/88  and Nazi signage –  was a clear indicator of his extremist
views. 

Arps was released early in January this year  under strict conditions, including a GPS monitor
that alerts authorities if he goes near a mosque. 

Even though the white nationalist group Dominion Movement folded after the mosque attacks,
one of its leaders, a soldier in the New Zealand defence force, was arrested in December last
year for “ accessing a computer for a dishonest purpose ” and disclosing information that “ preju
diced the security and defence of New Zealand
”. He had been active since 2011 on the neo-Nazi site Stormfront and attended a free speech
rally in Wellington in 2018 along with another extreme-right activist.

He also appears to be a member of Wargus Christi, a group formed in September last year by a
self-described neo-Nazi, Daniel Waring. It is a “martial-monastic” group of body builders who
are homophobic, anti-Semitic and Islamaphobic.

Another group new to New Zealand’s extreme right is Action Zealandia . Their slogan is
“building a community for European New Zealanders”. Apart from their online presence, their
main public activity is placing stickers in public spaces highlighting their ultra-nationalism.

       Read more:       Why overhauling NZ's gun and terrorism laws alone can't stop
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https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-symbols/1488
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2020/01/white-supremacist-philip-arps-released-from-prison-banned-from-contact-with-muslims.html
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/119627639/whats-public-and-whats-secret-in-the-case-of-the-soldier-arrested-for-breaching-national-security?m=m
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/118942709/soldier-with-farright-links-accused-of-disclosing-military-information
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/118942709/soldier-with-farright-links-accused-of-disclosing-military-information
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/2020/03/09/1072195/action-zealandia-member-planned-terror-cell
https://theconversation.com/why-overhauling-nzs-gun-and-terrorism-laws-alone-cant-stop-terrorist-attacks-113706
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terrorist attacks

Confronting NZ’s place in a global web of hate

Information from agencies such as the Southern Poverty Law Center  or the Anti-Defamation
League  in the US
shows a significant 
increase in extremist activity
since 2016. 

What has been most concerning is that the rise in online hate speech has real-world
implications. Research  shows an increase in online hate speech will be accompanied by hate
crimes in a region or locality. Internet outages reduce both.

       Read more:       A year from the Christchurch terror attacks, NZ intelligence records
a surge in reports

In the aftermath of the Christchurch attacks, it was good to see rapid action on limiting
automatic weapons . And the 
Christchurch Call
– Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s 
initiative
to stop people using social media to promote terrorism – certainly helped put pressure on online
platforms such as Facebook to monitor and remove objectionable material.

But we could move to ban right-wing organisations and put restrictions on individuals who brea
ch agreed thresholds of speech and action
. We still do not have clear guidelines for what constitutes hate speech, apart from 
s61 of the Human Rights Act
and the 
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https://theconversation.com/why-overhauling-nzs-gun-and-terrorism-laws-alone-cant-stop-terrorist-attacks-113706
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.adl.org/
https://www.adl.org/
https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-double-down-on-propaganda-in-2019
https://phys.org/news/2019-10-online-speech-crimes-minorities.html
https://theconversation.com/a-year-from-the-christchurch-terror-attacks-nz-intelligence-records-a-surge-in-reports-131895
https://theconversation.com/a-year-from-the-christchurch-terror-attacks-nz-intelligence-records-a-surge-in-reports-131895
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-zealand-bans-military-style-semi-automatics-and-assault-rifles
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-zealand-bans-military-style-semi-automatics-and-assault-rifles
https://www.christchurchcall.com/
https://theconversation.com/the-christchurch-call-is-just-a-start-now-we-need-to-push-for-systemic-change-117259
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/24/uk-ban-neo-nazi-sonnenkrieg-division-terrorist-group
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/24/uk-ban-neo-nazi-sonnenkrieg-division-terrorist-group
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0082/latest/DLM304643.html


Far-right extremists still threaten New Zealand, a year on from the Christchurch attacks

Written by Paul Spoonley, Pro Vice-Chancellor, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Massey University

Harmful Digital Communications Act
.

I do worry that we don’t have sufficient resources and skills locally to adequately monitor what is
happening, even if agencies have been working together more closely internationally.

It would be good to know more from the agencies that have oversight. The New Zealand
Security and Intelligence Service ( NZSIS ) refers to the threat value, but often in relation to
international threats. 

More openness about their concerns and the extent of local groups and activists would help: for
instance, something like Tell MAMA  in the UK or the reports other security agencies provide. 

It was refreshing to see the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation ( ASIO ) provide its an
nual threat assessment
in February this year. It assessed the terrorist threat in Australia as probable but the possibility
of a right-wing extremist attack as low in terms of capability.

But it acknowledged that advances in technology are “outstripping our technical capabilities”,
which must be a concern everywhere.

       Read more:       ASIO chief's assessment shows the need to do more, and better, to
prevent terrorism

One thing is certain. The Christchurch mosque attacks have become part of the lexicon
whenever white supremacist terrorism is discussed. The events on March 15 have become
something of a guide – and, unfortunately, an inspiration to other right-wing terrorists. 
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http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2015/0063/latest/whole.html
https://www.nzsis.govt.nz/
https://tellmamauk.org/
https://www.asio.gov.au/
https://www.asio.gov.au/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment.html
https://theconversation.com/asio-chiefs-assessment-shows-the-need-to-do-more-and-better-to-prevent-terrorism-132447
https://theconversation.com/asio-chiefs-assessment-shows-the-need-to-do-more-and-better-to-prevent-terrorism-132447
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It is challenging that many of these extremists, the alleged Christchurch gunman included, are
self-radicalised, ideologically motivated, and with a small or no digital footprint. Often there is no
prior warning of an attack. 

One year on from the attacks, my report card for New Zealand is that we’ve made progress on
greater awareness and action. But we still need to do more, including on keeping the public
better informed that the problem hasn’t gone away. Just ask those who continue to be targeted
.

Paul Spoonley does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond their academic appointment.
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Read more https://theconversation.com/far-right-extremists-still-threaten-new-zealand-a-year-
on-from-the-christchurch-attacks-133050
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/403884/new-register-for-islamophobic-and-racist-incidents-created
https://theconversation.com/far-right-extremists-still-threaten-new-zealand-a-year-on-from-the-christchurch-attacks-133050
https://theconversation.com/far-right-extremists-still-threaten-new-zealand-a-year-on-from-the-christchurch-attacks-133050

