
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus Unlikely to Reach Epidemic Status
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Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) is an emerging virus, with the first
case reported in 2012. It exhibits a 40% fatality rate and over 97% of the cases have occurred
in the Middle East. In three new studies in the current issue of the International Journal of
Infectious Disease, researchers reported on clinical outcomes in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA), how long patients will shed virus during their infections, and how the Sultanate of Oman
is dealing with cases that have appeared there. An editorial in the same issue discusses how
the relatively high percentage of infections has been hospital-acquired, which reduces the
possibility that MERS-CoV will reach pandemic or even epidemic status.

Read more http://www.alphagalileo.org/ViewItem.aspx?ItemId=148178&amp;CultureCode=en
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