
Discovery of mutated gene in dogs could help treat blindness
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A Finnish-North American collaboration of scientists at Michigan State University and the
University of Helsinki has found a MERTK gene defect responsible for a recently identified form
of progressive retinal atrophy in Swedish vallhund dogs. This discovery opens the door to the
development of therapies for diseases that cause blindness both in dogs and humans. The
research findings were published in the paper A Novel Canine Retinopathy Associated with
MERTK in the journal PLoS ONE in December.

Read more http://www.alphagalileo.org/ViewItem.aspx?ItemId=148500&amp;CultureCode=en
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