Web surfing to weigh up bariatric surgery options
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Obese people considering weight-reducing bariatric surgery are only topped by pregnant
women when it comes to how often they turn to the Internet for health advice. While most use it
to read up on relevant procedures and experiences, one in every four patients actually chooses
a surgeon based solely on what he or she has gleaned from, in particular, websites hosted by
public hospitals and former patients. This is according to a study in Springer's journal Obesity
Surgery, led by Luca Paolino of the Joseph Ducuing Hospital in Toulouse, France.
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