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WASHINGTON, Oct. 9, 2013 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- The American Center for Law and
Justice (ACLJ), a constitutional law firm based in Washington,
D.C. , said today
the National Park Service decision to re-open the World War II Memorial in 
Washington
"for First Amendment activities"
is a significant constitutional victory for those who were barred from visiting this open-air
Memorial during the government shutdown. The decision comes just days after the ACLJ
threatened to take the federal government to court if the constitutional rights of Americans
continued to be violated. 

                                                               

"The decision to barricade the WWII Memorial – to keep individuals and veterans out – not only
violated the First Amendment rights of Americans, it underscored the absurdity of the Obama
Administration's decision to pick winners and losers in this government shutdown," said Jordan
Sekulow
, Executive Director of the ACLJ. "We immediately put the federal government on notice – sent
a demand letter to the National Park Service indicating that unless this Memorial was re-opened
for First Amendment activities, we would file suit in federal court. This is a victory for the
Constitution and common sense."

                                                               

An ACLJ legal team – including Jordan Sekulow – was turned away by park police last week
when they attempted to enter the WWII Memorial. Sekulow was actually escorted from the site.
They also witnessed other individuals – including war veterans – being turned away.

                                                               

On Monday, the ACLJ sent a Demand Letter to the National Park Service outlining the
numerous constitutional violations posed by shutting down the open-air memorial. The ACLJ
letter, posted here , put the National Park Service on notice that a federal lawsuit would be filed
and demanded "that the NPS desist immediately from barring access to the World War II
Memorial for all persons seeking to visit the Memorial."

                                                               

Yesterday, the ACLJ sent a Freedom of Information Act Request  to discover the truth behind
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http://aclj.org/free-speech-2/breaking-world-war-2-memorial-opening-first-amendment-activities
https://twitter.com/JordanSekulow
https://twitter.com/JordanSekulow
http://media.aclj.org/pdf/letter-to-national-park-service.pdf
http://media.aclj.org/pdf/ltr-national-park-service-foia.pdf


ACLJ: Constitutional Victory - National Park Service Re-Opens WWII Memorial For "1st Amendment Activities" - After Federal Lawsuit Threatened

Written by Australian Business

the Obama Administration's decision to close the WWII Memorial.

                                                               

In a visit to the WWII Memorial today, an ACLJ legal team discovered  that they were not only
able to access the Memorial; the signage had been changed noting that the Memorial is now
open "for 1st Amendment activities." 

                                                               

In less than a week, the ACLJ heard from more than 65,000 Americans  demanding that the
WWII Memorial be reopened.

                                                               

Led by Chief Counsel Jay Sekulow , the American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ), focusing
on constitutional law, is based in Washington, D.C. and is
online at 
www.aclj.org
.

                                                               

MEDIA  CONTACTS:  For Print: Gene Kapp  (757) 575-9520 For Broadcast:  Alison Geist or 
Chandler Epp
(770) 813-0000 

                                                              

SOURCE  American Center for Law and Justice

RELATED LINKS http://www.aclj.org

 2 / 2

http://aclj.org/free-speech-2/breaking-world-war-2-memorial-opening-first-amendment-activities
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