Sir Richard Branson Participates in Traditional Maasai Ceremony for the Launch of Kenyan Safari Camp

Written by Australian Business

LONDON, October 28, 2013 /PRNewswire/ --

Sir Richard Branson celebrates the opening of Mahali Mzuri, the latest addition to the Virgin
Limited Edition
portfolio, by participating in a traditional Maasai ceremony.

The ceremony, which comes 6 years after Richard originally became a recognised tribal Maasai
Elder in 2007, took place on the plains near Mahali Mzuri and began with opening prayers.
Along with eight elders, Richard blessed Mahali Mzuri with prayers, honey and a little beer! A
ceremonial fire using traditional fire sticks and olive branches was placed onto the fire to
produce the smoke, which drifted through the camp as a sign of blessing. This was followed by
the local Maasai community singing and dancing around the fire before leading the crowd in a
march back up to the plains where they enjoyed a blessing feast.

Sir Richard Branson commented: "It was an honour and so much fun to participate in the
ceremony. It's a fantastic way to celebrate the official opening of Mahali Mzuri and I'm thrilled
that so many of the local community have made it here today to observe and take part in what
was a beautifully traditional and fitting way of launching our new safari camp."

"I've recently been pleased to add my voice to supporters of the tourism industry in Kenya and
we see this opening as a symbol of our confidence in its long term future."

Joining Richard for this special opening ceremony were Kenyan President Uhuru Muigai
Kenyatta and
Cabinet Secretaries of Tourism and Transport & Infrastructure, Hon.

Phyllis Kandie

and Hon.

Michael Kamau
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Hon. Phyllis Kandie said: "We are extremely delighted to welcome Mahali Mzuri into the staple
of great tourism establishments in Kenya. This new camp is a testimony of
how international investors like Sir

Richard Branson

continue to have faith in

Kenya

Mahali Mzuri is situated within the Olare Motorogi Conservancy in the Maasai Mara ecosystem
of Kenya, about 240km due west of Nairobi. Mahali Mzuri consists of 12 sleeper tents and can
cater for a maximum of 24 guests at any one time. Rates start from USD

$590

per person per night (based on double occupancy) and are fully inclusive of all meals, drinks &
daily game drives as well as unlimited access to the Olare Motorogi Conservancy.*

Mabhali Mzuri is a joint partnership between Sir Richard Branson and the Gehlot family, who run
the Intex Group of companies in

Kenya

. Members of the Gehlot family joined Sir

Richard Branson

for the opening ceremony.

Notes to Editors:

*Excludes any traversing rights through Maasai Mara National Reserve

Intex Group

Founded by Kishan Gehlot, Intex is a 30 year old company and a market leader in East Africa.
The group is focused on social economic development in the region primarily through the
construction of infrastructure as well as civil engineering, real estate and healthcare. It also
owns and runs the Finch Hattons luxury tented camp in the Tsavo national park in
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Kenya

Virgin Limited Edition is an award-winning collection of unique retreats, chosen for their
beautiful locations and magnificent surroundings; each offers a sense of fun, style, luxury and
exceptional personal service. The group includes Necker Island in the Caribbean's British
Virgin Islands

, Ulusaba Private Game Reserve in

South Africa

, The Roof Gardens and Babylon Restaurant in

London

, Kasbah Tamadot in

Morocco

, The Lodge in Verbier, Necker Belle, a 105 foot luxury catamaran, [ Necker Nymph, a three
man aero submarine and the latest addition to join the collection - Mahali Mzuri, a safari camp in

Kenya

Virgin Limited Edition aims to make a credible contribution towards creating a sustainable
economy and to meet or exceed the expectations of our customers and stakeholders.

For bookings please call 0800-716-919 (toll free) or +44(0)208-600-0430 alternatively visit http:
//www.mahalimzuri.virgin.com/offers
for more details.

SOURCE Virgin Limited Edition
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