The Singular Use of 'They' - Grammar Tips from Prompt Proofing

Written by Australian Business

VANCOUVER, BC, October 04, 2013 /24-7PressRelease/ -- More grammar 'no-no's that are
actually acceptable: using 'they' in the singular.

What pronoun do you use for a singular subject when you don't know, or don't want to define,
the gender? Consider the following sentence:

Everyone has their own idea about what they consider suitable.

How else could this be written?

Everyone has his or her own idea about what he or she considers suitable.

This is clumsy and will get annoying if used repeatedly throughout a piece of writing.

Alternatively:

Everyone has his own idea about what he considers suitable.

This avoids the clumsiness of 'he or she' or 'his and her' but the use of the masculine pronoun
for both genders has become less acceptable and will definitely upset feminists.

In fact, the use of they/their/them with singular subjects has been used for centuries - Jane
Austen used it, as did Shakespeare. It appears to be contravening grammatical rules to use a
plural pronoun with a singular subject and verb but it has become an acceptable solution and is
better than the grammatically correct - but clumsy or gender specific - alternatives.
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Prompt Proofing is based in Vancouver, BC, Canada and was officially launched in 2010 by a
team of editing and writing professionals who have over 40 years of experience in the

education, news media, public relations and recruitment fields. Prompt Proofing prides itself on
affordable services delivered with fast turnaround times, without sacrificing quality or accuracy.

Offering content writing, editing and proofreading services, Prompt Proofing takes care of your
individual or business content needs. We have customers throughout North and South America,
the Caribbean, Europe, the United Kingdom, Asia and Australia.

Visit our website for more information at http://www.PromptProofing.com .

We offer coupons, news and more through our social media sites:Follow us on Twitter at: http
/twitter.com/promptproofing
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