Colorado officials' crackdown on human trafficking and prostitution
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October 10, 2013 /24-7PressRelease/ -- The FBI is making efforts across the nation to put
an end to human trafficking, a crime that is becoming more prevalent in Colorado in recent
years. According to the FBI's Operation Cross Country VII, part of the Innocence Lost Task
Force, Colorado ranked fourth in the nation for the number of operation arrests. The FBI admits
that many of these individuals are likely "victims, not suspects," according to a recent report in
The Gazette.

Officials arrested nine suspects in a span of three days in July, charged with connections to
prostitution offenses.

Colorado enforcement agencies also participated in earlier investigations that resulted in the
issuance of sex crime charges . One conducted in June of 2013 focused on escorts who
advertised online. The operation led to 12 arrests for prostitution related offenses. Another
focused on an establishment in Golden called Happy Feet. The massage business was
accused of prostitution, money laundering and tax evasion.

Authorities note that they will help victims of these crimes that are pulled in from other countries.
Victims are often brought to the country with the promise of a new life. Once they enter the
country they must first pay off the debt through either illegal work practices or commercial sex.

Human trafficking and prostitution in Colorado

Human trafficking is referred to as a modern day form of slavery. The term refers to the use of
humans for exploitation and generally falls into one of two categories: forced labor or
commercial sex. Operations run by the FBI focusing on prostitution are often concerned that
human trafficking violations may also be present.

Police departments throughout the state are concerned the level of human trafficking has
increased and are reaching out to The Colorado Trafficking and Organized Crime Coalition
(CTOCC) to assist in investigating and combating these violations.

Agencies work to hold offenders accountable, but their efforts could lead to false
accusations
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Although it is important to hold those who violate these laws accountable for their actions, it is
equally important to drop any charges against those who are falsely accused of sex crimes. A
false accusation could lead to a conviction that would negatively impact the accused for the rest
of his or her life.

Those accused of these crimes must take the charges seriously. A conviction can lead to
various penalties, including imprisonment, monetary penalties and the need to register as a sex
offender. Defenses are available that can lead to the reduction or even dismissal of charges.
Contact an experienced Colorado sex crime lawyer to discuss your case and potential
defenses.
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