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Buried in Conjunction with 1983 International Design Conference in Aspen, Time Tube
Considered Lost for More Than 10 Years but Uncovered 30 Years Later

                                                                

"Diggers" New Season to Premiere Early 2014 on National Geographic Channel

                                                                 

ASPEN, Colo., Sept. 20, 2013 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- A time capsule containing the
mouse from Steve Jobs' first mass-marketed Lisa computer was
uncovered today on the grounds of the Aspen Music Festival in 
Aspen, Colo.
The finding was made by the National Geographic Channel's Diggers team for an episode of
the series that will air early 2014. Buried in 1983 during the now-defunct International Design
Conference in 
Aspen
(IDCA), the tube was intended to be unearthed in 2000, but due to changes in the landscape, its
exact location was unknown — until now. 

                                                               

Working closely with the Aspen Music Festival and School and Harry Teague, one of the
original members of the design team that buried the capsule, the Diggers team was able to
narrow down the time capsule's location using original survey coordinates and good
old-fashioned math. The capsule was carefully excavated under the supervision of Diggers
archaeologist Mic
hael Durkin
, and the contents of the capsule will be cataloged and evaluated before being turned over to
the Aspen Historical Society.

                                                               

"When we buried the capsule in 1983 at the IDCA conference titled 'The Future Is Not What It
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Used to Be,' it was scheduled to be unearthed in twenty years. We had no idea it would be thirty
before we would finally get around to digging it up," said Harry Teague. "I'm sure it's loaded with
things of cultural and historic import, but the mouse from one of his new Apple Lisa computers
that Steve Jobs threw in
at the last minute has to be one of the more iconic items."

                                                               

In addition to the Lisa mouse, the contents of the 13-foot-long capsule include a mix of early
'80s relics: an eight-track recording of The Moody Blues, a Sears Roebuck catalog, a June
1983  copy
of Vogue Magazine, a Rubik's Cube and a six-pack of beer. The time capsule was related to the
theme of the conference, "The Future Is Not What It Used to Be." At the conference, before
donating the mouse, Jobs addressed the crowd in a speech that many believe predicted some
of Apple's great innovations to come, including the iPad, wireless networking and even the
Apple App Store.

                                                               

High-res photos of the capsule, its contents and the excavation are available here:

                                                               

http://files.natgeonetworks.com/_84OSTX3LOjnJDR

                                                               

*** Caption and credit information is embedded ***

                                                               

In the Diggers series, Saylor and Wyant scour the country for lost pieces of American history —
from Civil War buckles to family heirloom rings and silver coins. Where there is an empty yard,
field or beach approved for metal detecting, the duo see a treasure trove, and will go the
distance to uncover "the juice," as they call it, working in close collaboration with a local
archaeologist or historian at every site. It's not just the raw value of the object that gets them
excited; it's the thrill of the hunt and the possibility that the next artifact they dig up could yield
the discovery of a lifetime or, in this case, a significant piece of tech — and pop culture —
history! 

                                                                

Diggers is produced for National Geographic Channel by Half Yard Productions; Abby
Greensfelder
and 
Sean Gallagher
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are executive producers. For National Geographic Channel, executive producer and vice
president of production & development is 
Charlie Parsons
, senior vice president of production & development is 
Noel Siegel
and president is 
Howard T. Owens
.

                                                               

For more information, visit www.natgeotv.com/diggers  and follow us on Twitter at @NGC_PR
. 

                                                               

About National Geographic Channels:Based at the National Geographic Society headquarters
in Washington, D.C., the National Geographic Channels US are a joint venture between
National Geographic and Fox Networks. The Channels contribute to the National Geographic
Society's commitment to exploration, conservation and education with smart, innovative
programming and profits that directly support its mission. Launched in Janu
ary 2001
, National Geographic Channel (NGC) celebrated its fifth anniversary with the debut of NGC
HD. In 2010, the wildlife and natural history cable channel Nat Geo WILD was launched, and in
2011, the Spanish-language network 
Nat Geo Mundo
was unveiled. The Channels have carriage with all of the nation's major cable, telco and satellite
television providers, with NGC currently available in 85 million U.S. homes. Globally, National
Geographic Channel is available in more than 440 million homes in 171 countries and 48
languages. For more information, visit 
www.natgeotv.com
.

                                                               

About Half Yard Productions:Half Yard Productions is an award-winning entertainment
development and production company with offices in New York and Bethesda, Md. From
character-driven reality series and documentary narratives to historical specials and educational
programming, Half Yard Productions delivers high-quality programs on a diverse array of
subjects. Go to 
www.halfyardproductions.com
to learn more.

                                                               

About Aspen Music Festival and School:The Aspen Music Festival and School, which just
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completed its sixty-fifth anniversary season, is one of America's leading classical music
organizations. A summer festival that takes place in Aspen, Colo., each summer, it combines a
premier training program for the country's top young artists with daily concert presentation by
the leading classical performers of our time. To see the full schedule of more than 300 concerts,
lectures and master classes, or for more information, go to 
www.aspenmusicfestival.com
.

                                                              

SOURCE  National Geographic Channel
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