Actress Daryl Hannah Discusses Asperger's Syndrome On Dan Rather's 'THE BIG INTERVIEW'

Written by Australian Business

LOS ANGELES, Oct. 4, 2013 /PRNewswire/ -- Acclaimed actress Daryl Hannah speaks out
about her battles with Asperger's Syndrome on

Dan Rather's

THE BIG INTERVIEW

Monday, Oct. 7

at

8-9p.m. ET

/

5-6 p.m. PT

Also, during the hour, Rather speaks with singer/songwriter Linda Ronstadt, who discusses her
career and her challenges from Parkinson's Disease.

Hannah, in a very compelling interview, explains the early signs of the disease and how her
family dealt with it.

Hannah: "(My mother) took me out of school. She kind of just let me, you know, sort of exist in
my imaginary world for a good year or so. And sort of slowly reintegrated me back into you
know, into the normal world, whatever that means. But, and | was always, it's always been an
awkward fit, you know. But | definitely, as | grow older, | definitely learn how to-- how to deal
with it better. | still struggle. | still am not comfortable. I'm not an extrovert. I'm not, you know, I'm
not a natural exhibitionist or anything.

"l had been taken out of school for about a year. I, you know, always since | was a baby, |
always rocked. | always, you know, would get hypnotized by fires. And | wouldn't say | was
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introverted. | was more out there somewhere. | was off in the dream world all the time and
didn't, was not very communicative. And in the '60s, you know, they did like, Rorschach tests
and things.

"Yeah, yeah. It was like, here's an ink blot. What does that mean? And, you know, my answers
were all wrong, apparently. And so they recommended to my mom to put me on some
medications and institutionalize me. And I'm so thankful that she didn't. Because | would
probably be still there today if she had, you know."

Here is a clip from the Hannah interview: http./bit.ly/1bx105J

Ronstadt also discusses the early signs of her health battles.

Ronstadt: "Well, | was standing on stage trying to sing and | couldn't, you know. And | kept--

you know, I'd do my vocal-- vocal exercises before | go on the show-- start the show. And they
used to make me get really into a good voice. And somehow it wasn't happening. | was
struggling with pitch. | didn't have any color that | could bring into my voice. | got to the point
where | was basically really shouting and barking. And | said, "There's something wrong with my
voice.' And people, and | kept going to the doctor and he said, 'Well, there's nothing wrong with
your larynx. You know, the muscles are working fine.'

Well, it turned out | had Parkinson's Disease. And of course with Parkinson's Disease, there's
nothing wrong with the muscle, but there's no phone lines between your brain and the muscle,
SO you can't, can't get the message to work. And | didn't know that, you know. So that was the
end of that."

Rather: "Well, what's the worst thing about the disease for you?"

Ronstadt: "Somebody said it's like Mr. Toad's Wild Ride [Disneyland ride], and it sort of is. You
wake up in the morning and you just don't know what in the heck's gonna happen. Like, | take a
certain kinda medicine. | don't take any of the pharmaceutical drugs for it yet 'cause | don't like
them. | get bad side effects."
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Here is a clip from the Ronstadt interview: http./bit.ly/GCK5IS

ABOUT "THE BIG INTERVIEW"

Acclaimed journalist Dan Rather gets to the heart of the matter has he has for more than 60
years in this intimate program where he explores the past, present and future lives of
entertainment luminaries. Rather's natural curiosity and easy going manner is on display,
unearthing compelling, often news making, interviews.

ABOUT AXS TV

Bringing music back to television, AXS TV, launched in July of 2012 by visionary entrepreneur
Mark Cuban

, has created a one-of-a-kind, live television environment for entertainment and other
cutting-edge trends. AXS TV delivers relevant, unpredictable and irreverent programming
offering an unparalleled experience to a nationwide audience by presenting unfiltered,
uncensored and uncut access to entertainers and their performances. "AXS TV Concerts,"
indicative of the network's dedication to music programming, crosses genres and international
waters to deliver everything from stadium tours to club acts to some of the most anticipated
festivals on the calendar, including the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, the
Stagecoach Festival in

California

and the British Summer Time at Hyde Park Festival. A roster of diverse and unique talent is also
a hallmark of the network with shows hosted by

Dan Rather

and

Tom Green

, performances by artists such as

Carrie Underwood

, Maroon 5 and

Billy Joel

as well as the top comics working the circuit on the signature "Gotham Comedy Live." Sports
programming is led by "AXS TV Fights" which produces over 40 live mixed martial arts
broadcasts a year in addition to the longest running weekly MMA news show on television,
"Inside MMA." The network is available in

the United States
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via AT&T U-verse, Charter, Comcast/Xfinity, DIRECTV, DISH Network, Suddenlink, Verizon
FiOS, and other TV providers. It is also distributed in

Canada

and the

Caribbean

. The network is spearheaded by a partnership including

Mark Cuban

, AEG, Ryan Seacrest Media, Creative Artists Agency (CAA) and CBS. For more information,
visit the website,

www.axs.tv

; go to the Facebook page

here

and follow the company on Twitter,

@axstv

;on

Instagram

Tumblr
and
YouTube
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